From: Jill Purdy
Sent: Thursday, February 27, 2020 1:37 PM
To: uwtfac@uw.edu
Subject: Promotion and Tenure committee composition
 
Dear colleagues,
Questions have arisen about the eligibility of faculty from outside a candidate’s school to serve on or vote on a promotion and tenure committee in another school (at any UW campus).  I write to clarify as this situation has changed in recent years.  Historically it was common practice for faculty to serve as voting members of promotion and tenure committees outside the school where they are appointed, and this was valuable to UW Tacoma as an interdisciplinary campus and in fields where disciplinary expertise spans multiple UW campuses.
 
In June of 2018, the language of the Faculty Code changed via Faculty Senate Class A Legislation 142, which passed by vote of eligible UW faculty with over 83% approving. While the primary intent of that legislation was to clarify qualifications for the rank of Principal Lecturer and to remove assistant professors from voting on promotions in instructional ranks (to Senior or Principal Lecturer), a secondary effect of the language change was to restrict P&T review committees to a subcommittee of eligible voting members of the candidate’s school. Thus, the Faculty Code does not currently allow for faculty outside the candidate’s school to vote on promotion and tenure cases, nor do outside members have access to the external review letters.
 
Faculty Code 24-54A states “The voting members of the appropriate department (or un-departmentalized college or school) who are superior in academic rank to the person under consideration shall decide whether to recommend promotion within the professorial ranks.”
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Faculty Code 24-54B states that “For departments (or college/school if un-departmentalized) where an initial report and/or recommendation on the qualifications of the candidate for promotion is produced by a subcommittee of the eligible voting faculty (as described above), the report shall be written.”
 
Questions about the Faculty Code can be directed to the Secretary of the Faculty and inquiries about legislation to UW Tacoma’s elected Faculty Senate representatives.
 
Jill Purdy

