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TRACIE BARRY  
’19 B.S. ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE, 
SUMMA CUM LAUDE

Tracie Barry still shakes her head in disbelief at how 

a high school dropout from a depressed Washington 

fishing community could evolve into a straight-A 

college student and budding oceanographer whose 

educational dreams were buoyed by people she 

doesn’t even know.

With her 29th birthday around the corner, a “terrified” 

Tracie walked into Grays Harbor Community College 

to see about earning her GED. While at Grays Harbor, 

Tracie was one of only two community college stu-

dents selected for a remarkable opportunity to join 

University of Washington professors, researchers and 

students aboard the 274-foot Thompson research 

vessel on an 18-day Interactive Oceans project 300 

miles out to sea.

“When you’re an older student, it’s intimidating 
to think about how much college costs,” Tracie 

says. “My education isn’t for myself. I want to teach 

undergraduates. I want to do research. I want to help 

my community. And I could never do it if it weren’t for 

the scholarships.”

The Robert Trent Jones Jr. Scholarship 
The Tim Quandt Memorial Scholarship 
Dolph S. Kleiner Memorial Scholarship  
Weyerhaeuser Company Endowed Scholarship

ANNA NALUWOOZA 
MUWANGA 
’20 B.A. MANAGEMENT, CUM LAUDE

Anna Naluwooza Muwanga was born with athetoid 

cerebral palsy, a disease that impacts speech and 

movement. “I’ve done a lot of speech and physical 

therapy,” she said. “It’s really been a rollercoaster for 

me.”

Growing up, Naluwooza Muwanga says she was 

bullied. “I used to fall a lot and couldn’t do certain 

things that other people could do,” she said. “That’s 

why I worked so hard.” Her dedication paid off. 

When it came time to graduate from Stadium High 

School, she received acceptance letters from six 

colleges and chose UW Tacoma because she liked 

the diversity on campus. 

Scholarships have made college life a little easier. 

“It’s meant a lot to me,” said Naluwooza Muwanga. 

“I’m not sure if I would have been able to sur-
vive last year without those scholarships. They 

helped me pay for gas and books.” Naluwooza 

Muwanga is grateful for the aid but wants to get a 

job and money is only part of the reason. “I want to 

challenge myself,” she said.

Business Administration Endowed Scholar 
Fuchs Foundation Scholarship
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DEGREES/CERTIFICATES AWARDED SINCE 1990

New degree programs

Milgard School of Business 
M.A. in Accounting (2012) 

M.S. in Business Analytics (2017)

School of Education (SOE) 
Ed.D. in Educational Leadership (2013)

School of Social Work and  
Criminal Justice (SSWCJ) 
B.A. in Criminal Justice (2010) 

B.A. in Criminal Justice Online Program (2014) 
School of Engineering & Technology (SET) 
Master of Cybersecurity & Leadership (2013)

  in partnership with the Milgard School of Business

B.S. in Electrical Engineering (2017) 

B.S. in Mechanical Engineering (2020) 

Ph.D. in Computer Science (2020)

     

School of Urban Studies (SUS) 
B.A. in Sustainable Urban Development (2011) 

M.S. in Geospatial Technologies (2014)  

M.A. in Community Planning (2016) 

B.S. in Urban Design (2018)

School of Interdisciplinary Arts & Sciences (SIAS) 
B.S. in Mathematics (2015) 

B.S. in Biomedical Sciences (2016)
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93%93%
of our students are  

from Washington

72% COME FROM PIERCE, 
THURSTON OR SOUTH KING COUNTY



student support
TOGETHER WE WILL

When I saw 
the educational 

opportunities, I felt 
like a hand had 

touched me and said 
‘this is what you’re 

going to do.’
T H E R O N  T A Y L O R 

F O R M E R LY  I N C A R C E R A T E D  
S T U D E N T  A S S O C I A T I O N
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Post-Prison Pathways 
“People who have been to prison have an ‘X’ on 

their back and the ones who have transformed 

their lives like to keep it covered up,” says assistant 

professor Christopher Beasley (SIAS), a former 

inmate himself. “You have this isolating identity 

that you feel you can’t share with others and so 

this group provides space for people to  

talk about their experience.”

Beasley’s commitment to helping the formerly 

incarcerated extends to his research area. He has 

moved from studying addictions to exploring the 

transition from prison to college. Part of this work 

includes establishing a prison-to-higher-educa-

tion pipeline. In 2017, Beasley formed a Tacoma 
Post-Prison Higher Education Coalition of 

community colleges, universities and social service 

professionals to support formerly incarcerated 

people who want to pursue higher education in 

the South Sound.

In addition, the Joseph Gary Jensen Scholarship 

—launched by Jo Jensen in memory of her beloved 

nephew, whose life was cut too short during a 

promising post-prison transition—is provided  

to students in the School of Social Work &  

Criminal Justice.
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Access in STEM 
The Achieving Change in our Communities for Equity 

and Student Success (ACCESS) in STEM program 

recruits talented students—primarily with low income 

or underrepresented backgrounds—to study in a STEM 

major. The program, funded by an NSF grant along with 

private donors, including MultiCare, provides focused 

mentoring, a living/learning community, course-based 

undergraduate research experiences, and two years of 

targeted scholarship support.

Dressel Scholars 
Created in 2018, the Dressel Scholars Program recogniz

es and rewards exceptional scholarly achievement, com-

munity engagement, and leadership potential. A team of 

mentors, recruited from campus and community, is paired 

with each Dressel Scholar. The program was created 

through leadership gifts from the Dressel family, Columbia 

Bank and other community partners to honor the legacy 

of Melanie Jan LaPlant Dressel, a community leader and 

a founder and CEO of Columbia Bank, Scholarship funds 

support annual cohorts of Dressel Scholars in developing 

leadership skills and community connections while giving 

them the financial freedom to fully participate in their UW 

Tacoma experience.

-

Emergency aid and COVID-19 
Many UW Tacoma students faced unimaginable barriers 

as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. Emergency aid 

requests came in at three times the usual rate. Students 

were having to choose between supporting their families 

and their education.

One generous family contributed $100,000 to specifically 

fund completion grants for seniors at risk for not finishing 

their degrees due to the pandemic’s wrath. Since UW 

Tacoma had been engaged in a national research cohort 

to study emergency financial aid for students, funded by 

the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation and facilitated 

by the international consulting firm Reos Partners, the 

campus was ideally positioned to ramp up emergency 

aid operations during the pandemic and maximize their 

impact. 

This holistic work in support of our students and their 

success included the creation of a new Office for Student 
Advocacy and Support and an expansion of The Pantry, 

created by the Center for Equity & Inclusion to offer food 

and essentials for students in need and their families. 

In addition, a partnership with Koz Development and 

the Tacoma Housing Authority provided below-market 

rent on new micro-apartments near campus for students 

struggling with housing expenses. Research by Christine 

Stevens (SNHL) demonstrated that one-third of UW Tacoma 

students are food insecure and 15% are housing insecure.

By the end of the campaign, UW Tacoma had raised nearly 

$1 million in support of student-centered emergency aid 

programs.

Opportunity Academy  
supported by KeyBank 
In 2018, the University of Washington Tacoma received 

a $300,000 grant from KeyBank Foundation to help 

develop a new program called the Opportunity 
Academy.

As a part of UW Tacoma’s Center for Career 
Development & Education, the Opportunity Academy 

provides students with more professional development 

and financial wellness opportunities through additional 

workshops, networking activities, and information 

sessions. The academy also works to increase 

employer outreach and give students more internship 

opportunities.

“The grant has helped us expand the scope of our 

internship activity,” said Assistant Director for Career 

Development & Education, Dawn Williams. “It also 

helped us create more opportunities for students to 

participate in internships and other work-based learning 

experiences.”

Milgard Success Center 
Opened in 2017, the Milgard Success Center works with 

students in the Milgard School of Business to think 

about career paths early in their college experience. 

From practical professional advice to internships and 

job placement that fuels career development, the Center 

gives students the edge they need to launch their 

livelihoods. It also creates opportunities for alumni to 

network, develop additional skills and give back to their 

alma mater. The Center is a major contributor to the 

Milgard School’s growing reputation as an institution 

that not only ensures its students a great education, but 

preparation toward a great career.
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SINCE 2015
SUMMER SOIRÉE

2013-15
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THE U.S. OPEN

since 2012
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Cal & Joanne Bamford, UW Tacoma  
Be Boundless Campaign Chairs 

UW Laureates Cal and Joanne Bamford were inspiring 

chairs for UW Tacoma’s Be Boundless campaign. Through-

out the campaign, they engaged deeply with Chancellor 

Mark Pagano, a broad spectrum of other UW Tacoma 

academic leaders, Advancement professionals and other 

members of the campus community to envision what 

philanthropy might accomplish to drive UW Tacoma’s 

vision, mission and strategic plan forward. With char-

acteristic humility and a focus on action, they took our 

urban-serving mission to heart and combined it with an 

acute perception of the region’s economic and human 

needs and potential. 

Drawing on decades of executive business leadership—

Cal is President and Chairman of Globe Machine Manu-
facturing—and personal experience on local nonprofit 

boards and campus advisory bodies, Cal and Joanne 

made sure we set our goals high (not only for dollars, but 

also for participation) and were thoughtful and effective in 

how we approached others and built new partnerships to 

invest in the future of the university. 

The result? Transformative investments from a broad 

range of donors, including The Bamford Foundation.  
It is important to note that for Cal and Joanne, philanthro-

py has always been a family affair. Holly Bamford Hunt

 (who is the director of The Bamford Foundation) and 

Drew Bamford have been critical volunteers at UW  

Tacoma throughout the campaign. Holly served on the  

Strategic Planning Committee and Drew is an active 

member of the Institute for Innovation and Global  
Engagement’s Advisory Board . The Bamford’s third 

child, Heather, is an Associate Professor of Spanish liter-

ature at George Washington University and provides an 

important university perspective to her family.

The transformative investments of the Bamfords and 

their family seeded or supported programs including the 

Institute for Innovation and Global Engagement, the 
Global Innovation and Design Lab, student-transition 

programs and partnerships, scholarships and the Taco-
ma Whole Child Initiative (which served as a gateway to 

millions of dollars being invested into the community by 

The Wallace Foundation). 

Perhaps most notably, Cal continues to play a leadership 

role in visioning for the new Milgard Hall and in working 

to build support for the new building. Cal and Joanne’s 

importance to the success of the campaign is incalcula-

ble, and the impact of their philanthropic leadership will 

be felt across regional communities and generations in 

perpetuity.
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be a world of good
BE BOUNDLESS

New Endowments created during the campaign

Ballard Endowed Scholarship
Bamford Family Distinguished Endowed Scholarship
Rich and Diane Bennion Milgard School of Business  

Endowed Student Support Fund 
Bingham-Pahl Endowed Scholarship
James F. Brown Endowed Scholarship
Martin E. Budack Endowment Fund
Kenda Dee Bulley Endowed Fund for Student Support
Center for Information Based Management
Chancellor’s Endowed Student Opportunity Support Fund
DaVita Endowed Accounting Faculty Fellowship  

in the Milgard School of Business 
Jeffrey S. Dean Endowed Milgard School of Business Scholarship
John C. and Marilyn J. Dimmer Faculty Fellowship Endowment
Melanie Jan LaPlant Dressel Endowed Scholars
Paul and Linda Ellingson Distinguished Scholarship Endowment
Eric and Heather Emans Milgard School of Business  

Endowed Student Support Fund	
Sharon Gavin Fought Endowed Fund
Debra Friedman Memorial Endowed Scholarship
Andrew and Julie Fry Innovation Award Endowment
Lori Lynn Furlong Distinguished Endowed  

Undergraduate Scholarship	
Gagner Family Endowed Scholarship Fund  

in Memory of Duane Gagner	
Fred T. and Dorothy G. Haley Endowed Professorship  

in the Humanities	
Oscar T. and Olivann Hokold Endowed Scholarship
Robert W. Howard Endowed Fund for Education at UW Tacoma
Japanese Language School Memorial Endowed Fund
Michael and Margaret Kalton Endowed Scholarship
Eddie Lee and Gladyne Kitchens Endowed Book Scholarship
Dolph S. Kleiner Memorial Scholarship Fund
Joane T. Moceri Ph.D. and Stephen P. Moceri  

MSW Endowed Fellowship	
Modarres Student Support Fund for the School of Urban Studies
MultiCare Biomedical Sciences Endowed Scholarship
MultiCare Endowed Fund for First Generation Students
Rai Nauman Mumtaz and Family Endowment
Don and Helen Murphy Great Futures Endowed Fund
Ryan Petty and Erling Mork Endowed Fund
William W. Philip Endowed Scholarship
Tim Quandt Memorial Endowed Scholarship
Ravenswood Endowed Student Support Fund
Rohrer First Generation Endowed Scholarship
Russell Investment Group Endowed Professorship
Dean Saudagaran Endowed Business Student Support Fund
Debbie and Brad Sayre Endowed Scholarship
Sea Mar-MultiCare Endowed Scholarship

Mona and Donald Secord Environmental Excellence Fund - Tacoma
UW Tacoma Simon Family Endowment to Establish Programs  

that Enrich Lives and Provide Resources for Adults with Autism	
Simon Family Institute of Technology Endowed Scholarship
Simpson Investment Company Milgard Endowed Scholarship
Patricia Spakes Endowed General Education Excellence Fund
Earl F Switzer Jr. Endowed Fund
Allan and Judith Trinkwald Endowed Scholarship
Carol Van Natta Graduate Research Fund
Larry Clive Wear Memorial Endowed Scholarship
TJ White Endowed Scholarship Fund
Woodworth Family Distinguished Endowed Scholarship

Over 200 regional volunteers  
sit on 15+ UW Tacoma  
campus advisory boards

Campaign Leadership Team 
Center for Business Analytics
Center for Leadership & Social Responsibility
Center for Urban Waters 
Institute for Innovation and Global Engagement 
Milgard School of Business Executive Council 
Milgard Women’s Initiative
Office of Community Partnerships 
School of Education
School of Engineering and Technology 
School of Interdisciplinary Arts & Sciences 
School of Nursing and Healthcare Leadership
School of Social Work and Criminal Justice 
School of Urban Studies 
Sports Enterprise Management 
UW Tacoma Alumni Council 
UW Tacoma Advisory Board
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tacoma.uw.edu/campaign
UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON TACOMA
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1900 Commerce Street, Tacoma WA 98402-3100
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Thank you 
for your  
 support.

Through campus and community positions, Ramos found ways to 
make a direct impact on others. One summer, she volunteered at a 
community support service for Samoan families, and found herself 
encouraging teens who had no education aspirations beyond high 
school to aim for college. As a peer advocate at TCC’s counseling 
and advising center, she wrote, “I became so excited about helping 
others that I began to help my friends and family as well. Within 
my first year at TCC, I assisted my best friend in achieving his GED 
and helped a family member back into school after many years 
away.”

One of Ramos’s instructors wrote that he believes her efforts in-
creased the retention rate for at-risk students on campus. Ramos 
hopes to work as a community relations officer for an organization 
in the Tacoma area that provides resources to the public and advo-
cates for minorities. She lives in Lakewood.

David Kleppinger, Highline Community College
GPA: 3.96
UW Tacoma interest: Business administration with an emphasis in 
accounting

David Kleppinger never dreamed that losing his job would open 
the door to what he calls the greatest opportunity of his life. That’s 
how circumstances worked out for Kleppinger, who has excelled in 
business classes at Highline. After spending 30 years in the work-
ing world, he was initially worried about competing with younger 
students when he returned to school. However, Kleppinger came 
to realize he had some advantages over other students because he 
understood the relevance of class lessons and could see the global 
connection of the many facts and concepts he was learning.

An instructor who nominated Kleppinger for the Next Step Schol-
arship noted that he has resumed his education with aplomb, citing 
his eagerness to do extra projects to earn an honors designation. 
Accounting, communication and environmental science classes 
particularly resonated with Kleppinger; he sees those issues rep-
resenting a new and emerging business philosophy. Kleppinger is 
considering a career as a certified public accountant. He lives in 
SeaTac.
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