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Office of Undergraduate Education
TCORE 101 A: Introduction to Academic Writing
“When You Can Use ‘I’: Introducing College Genres”
	Class Times
	M & W 1:30-3:35 p.m.
	 Our class meets in GWP 101

	Office Hours

(also by appointment)
	        M & Tu 12:15-1:15 p.m.
	My office: BHS 105 (desk farthest from the door)

	Contact 
	leannelb@uw.edu
	


TCORE 101 Instructor: LeAnne Laux-Bachand
Course Description
“Academic Writing” – what does that mean? One of the many ways we could begin to define it is as “the writing you’ll do in college.” But since there are so many different genres of writing that you could possibly read and write in college – from lab reports and mathematical proofs to business marketing plans and poetry – we won't try to understand them all (though we will look at a few). Instead, we'll work to build your understanding of the basics of critical thinking and reading, understanding and producing arguments, analyzing texts rhetorically, and conducting research, which will help you to write, read, and analyze texts in whatever major you choose – and in the rest of nonacademic life, too.  
Learning Objectives
· entering textual academic and civic conversations/discussions/arguments through reading and engaging with texts in meaningful ways

· reading rhetorically, or reading with the purpose of understanding the way meaning, understanding, or persuasion is produced around a text/artifact (e.g., understanding its purpose, context, audience expectations, etc.)

· engaging in multiple drafts of a project in ways that deepen the writer’s knowledge and understanding of the complexity of initial question or topic

· using writing as a way to think through ideas, sources, questions, and assumptions about the subject or text at hand

· practicing frequent self-assessment of reading and writing practices so that the writer can make sense of what she has read, what questions about learning and her reading develop, and where the potential is for future growth

· thinking about and reflecting upon practices that can help the writer cultivate sustainable ways to polish and proof his future writing, knowing that everyone needs such help

· practicing methods of looking for and distinguishing what sources are appropriate for the writer’s purpose and audience

· reflecting on the ways one communicates to others and where those linguistic   
competencies originate, what assumptions others have about one’s competencies  
and why they might hold such beliefs
Required Texts and Materials (bring these every day)
*A Writer's Reference, 8th Edition by Diane Hacker and Nancy Sommers (available at the University bookstore and elsewhere; the ISBN # is 9781319009137). If possible, get the version with the red D-tab (Writing in the Disciplines) since we will be using that. 
*Essays (on Canvas). Bring each day’s reading to class in print or electronic form (on a laptop or tablet). Laptops and tablets are optional most days/required some days and allowed for class work only; you can check one out of the library, at the front desk in the Snoqualmie building, with a student ID. 
*A notebook/binder/something to collect your work
*Pens, pencils, and paper

Course Requirements
Participation/In-class Work
This is a 100-level writing classroom, so while I will talk, I won't be lecturing. Instead, we'll be talking to each other and writing a lot, sometimes individually and sometimes in groups. All of this falls under the umbrella “Participation/In-class Work” and will be graded on a 1-point scale – if you're here and do the work, you'll get credit. In-class work cannot be made up at a later time because it’s unique to that class time, that combination of people and ideas. Some days we'll do several writing exercises, and other days we'll do just one, so every day there will be 1-3 points you can earn simply by showing up prepared and making an effort. Every other part of this course will consider effort + product = a grade. But our in-class work? It’s informal; it’s a draft. It’s not supposed to be polished. But you do have to try, and you have to be here (mentally and physically), to earn those points. Distracting late arrivals, side conversations, texting, etc., won't help us build a supportive, productive environment and won't be tolerated; I’ll give you a warning, and after that you’ll lose a point for that day. 

Basically, show up engaged, contribute to a respectful classroom, keep track of your points on Canvas, and talk to me about your concerns, especially if someone else is disrupting your learning – I might not know there’s a problem unless you tell me. Remember, I’m hearing impaired – people who sound loud to you might sound quieter to me .  

Writing Assignments/Out-of-class Work
All non-essay writing assignments that you do outside of class fall under this category. These types of assignments will include reading responses, a peer review letter, and other work that will help you prepare for the essays. They’ll all be graded on a 10-point scale, where each point = 10% (so 10/10 = 100%). I'll give you a handout with more information. 

The only non-written out-of-class work will be a required conference about one of your essay drafts.    

Essays (2)
Two of the major writing projects in this course will be essays. The first will be a 5-6 page discourse community analysis of a community of your choosing. The second will be a 7-8 page research paper about some aspect of college writing; again the focus will be up to you. The inquiry you engage in in these essay projects will build on the questions you ask and the thinking you do in the course. Essays will be graded on a 100-point scale. 

Portfolio
The final assignment will be a collection of your work in the course (totaling 10-12 pages). This work represents your most polished writing. There will reflective parts to this assignment, too, in the form of a letter and annotations. We'll discuss this assignment more when we get closer to the end of the quarter; the portfolio will be graded on a 100-point scale. 
Grading
Your final grade will be determined by the following:

Participation/In-class Work: 15 %
Writing Assignments/Out-of-class Work: 25 % 
Essay 1 – Discourse community analysis (draft + final): 20 %
Essay 2 – Research paper (draft + final): 20 %

Portfolio: 20 %

Note: this course counts as fulfilling the composition requirement for graduation from UWT if

the student achieves a 2.0 in the course. If you do not achieve a 2.0, you will need to take TWRT 112. 

Late work and commenting: 
I will not accept late work generally or offer extra credit, but you can turn in one out-of-class writing assignment up to 48 hours late without penalty, and I will convert one participation/in-class 0s into 1s at the end of the quarter. I have these policies because I know that life happens – people get sick, cars break down, etc. The only thing I ask is that you notify me by the due date if you decide to use your 48-hour extension for an assignment. Please also see: http://www.tacoma.washington.edu/enrollmentservices/grading.cfm
Since this is a writing class and since my goal is to help you improve your reading and writing awareness and abilities, I'm kind of like a teacher-editor. Not the kind of editor who fixes your spelling mistakes (although I can help you with that sometimes), but the kind of editor who helps with your idea development, organization, clarity, and other big-picture issues. Just like the work you do outside of class is part of your student identity, the work I do outside of class is part of this teacher-editor identity – and part of the work I do outside of class is commenting on your writing. I won't comment on every assignment you turn in, but when I do make comments, I expect you to read and think about them. Not reading comments on your work – whether from me or classmate peer reviewers – is like not coming to class: you miss important information. Comments will also be useful for your essays and the portfolio. 

Everyone will also get feedback on their essay drafts (either on paper or in a conference) and on their essays’ final versions. 

Audiences and Purposes:
Your audiences in the course will be me, the instructor, your classmates, and you, yourself. But it will also include imagined readers, others who might be interested in your topic and the authors we're reading. Academic writing is joining a conversation that has already started, and part of how we join is by thinking about others who might - or should - care about our arguments.  In most assignments, your purpose will be given to you, at least in part, but you will also almost always be able to bring your own purpose to your reading and writing assignments, too. You'll decide what your goal or aim is in using a particular source a particular way.  And you'll decide what habits and attitudes, both emotionally and in writing, to bring to the writing process, both in and outside the classroom.
Which brings me to my final point: I look forward to starting this journey with you, and I hope the habits and attitudes you bring include curiosity, hard work, and open-mindedness toward your own writing and re-writing possibilities, that of your classmates', and our work together as a whole class. In fact, it would be useful to think of these as requirements for this class. 
Other Important Campus Information and Resources:


Teaching and Learning Center
The TLC is located in the Snoqualmie building and provides a wide variety of instructional resources and support for teaching and learning at UW Tacoma.  Teaching and learning are ongoing processes that take practice, commitment, and time.  We are here to assist you in achieving your goals and provide math/quantitative, writing, science, and other tutoring services. Please also see: http://www.tacoma.washington.edu/tlc/
Academic Honesty
To plagiarize is to appropriate and to pass off, as one's own ideas, writing or works of another. Plagiarism is no less of a misconduct violation than vandalism or assault. Ignorance of proper documentation procedures is the usual cause of plagiarism. This ignorance does not excuse the act. Students are responsible for learning how and when to document and attribute resources used in preparing a written or oral presentation. Plagiarism includes taking credit for ideas which are not yours (this includes but is not limited to direct quotes) and even recycling work that you’ve done for another class without getting permission from both instructors involved.

The penalties for plagiarism can be quite steep, including flunking the class, being put on disciplinary probation, and having a record of the plagiarism in your student file (all things you probably want to avoid). Receiving a late grade or even a zero on an assignment is always better than plagiarizing.

The reason that plagiarism is such a big offense in the college setting is that your ideas and the work that comes from them (for example, your writing) are your currency in academia. Thinking is your job. A salesperson’s success is measured by how much he sells, a lawyer’s by the cases she wins. As a member of the university, your success is determined by your thoughts and approaches to complex issues and how you work to refine and present them. To plagiarize is, essentially, a form of stealing academic currency. For more information, please refer to the Academic Honesty: Cheating and Plagiarism document prepared by the Committee on Academic Conduct in the College of Arts and Sciences, UW Seattle: 

http://depts.washington.edu/grading/issue1/honesty.htm
Library
The UWT Library provides resources and services to support students at all levels of expertise. We guide students through the research process, helping them learn how to develop effective research strategies and find and evaluate appropriate resources. For more information about the Library and its services, see: http://www.tacoma.washington.edu/library/
Disability Support Services
The University of Washington Tacoma is committed to making physical facilities and instructional programs more accessible to students with disabilities. Disability Support Services (DSS) functions as the focal point for coordination of services for students with disabilities. In compliance with Title II or the Americans with Disabilities Act, any enrolled student at UW Tacoma who has an appropriately documented physical, emotional, or mental disability that substantially limits one or more major life activities [including walking, seeing, hearing, speaking, breathing, learning and working], is eligible for services from DSS.  To schedule an appointment with a counselor, please call (253) 692-4522.  Consult the web page below for a complete description of services:

http://www.tacoma.washington.edu/studentaffairs/SHW/dss_about.cfm
Campus Safety Information
http://www.tacoma.washington.edu/safety/emergency/Emergency_plan.pdf
Escort Service
Safety Escorts are available Monday - Thursday 5:00pm - 10:30pm. They can be reached either through the duty officer or by dialing #300 from a campus phone.

In case of a fire alarm
Take your valuables and leave the building. Plan to return to class once the alarm has stopped. Do not return until you have received an all clear from somebody "official," the web or email.

In case of an earthquake
DROP, COVER, and HOLD. Once the shaking stops, take your valuables and leave the building. Do not plan to return for the rest of the day. Do not return to the building until you have received an all clear from somebody "official," the web‚ or email.  

Inclement Weather
Call (253) 383-INFO to determine whether campus operations have been suspended. If not, but driving conditions remain problematic, check your email. I will send an email if I’m canceling class or postponing assignment due dates. 


