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___________________________________________________
Introduction to Academic Writing:
TCORE101 J (SLN 21078, 21080)



Dear Planet,

7 Texts                      to Save                    the World
	Class Times
	Tuesday & Thursday
10:15sm – 12:20pm

                JOY 114
	

	Office Hours

(also by appointment)
	Tuesdays 9:00am – 10:00am
MDS 307B
	Thursdays 9:30am–10:00am
               MDS 307B

	Contact 
	Professor Janie Miller

janiem@uw.edu
	(253) 692-5876


intentions

This course serves as a critical and rhetorical introduction to college-level writing, and within writing lie the skills of reading, analytical thinking and research. This sounds like drudgery to many students, but it’s a direct route to 1. become engaged humans; 2. learn how to express yourself so you get heard; 3. prepare you for advanced studies within your majors. This is a foundation course for your education at the University of Washington Tacoma, and will go a long way as you deepen your studies in one or many disciplines. This course will concentrate on analytical reading & writing, research & documenting sources, synthesizing ideas & research, & placing your ideas within a larger context of ideas. 

This section of TCORE101 is concerned with human relationship to nature & the rhetoric of ecology. This topic is a passion of mine, and applies to all of our existences. The thematic questions we might explore will be: What does it mean to “own” nature (or animals)? Does nature have rights, and for that matter, what is a “right”? Can our American ideals about relating to nature hold up in our increasingly technological society? What is wilderness and how can we best relate to it as humans & legislators? How do media and written texts influence our ideas about our relationship to place? The title of the course is “7 Texts to Save the Planet,” so we will focus on 7 texts that changed our thinking about the planet and how we “use” it. We’ll read a lot more than that as well, analyzing different texts that will work as models for advancing your own writing skills. My main ideal for you, above all, will be for you to become more compassionate, involved thinkers with sharpened writing & communication skills. These goals are lofty, and these are what we will strive to acquire.
core


The Core program consists of a coordinated series of courses that represent the various 

disciplines in the university.  This course, along with the others in first year, fulfills one of the university’s general education requirements in each of the areas of knowledge plus composition.  The courses are designed to both support and challenge you to develop the critical thinking, writing, research, and analytical skills you’ll need at UWT while introducing you to relevant topics in the social sciences, humanities, and sciences.

objectives
 Self-Expression 

· formulate an original thesis-driven argument and sustain it in both written and verbal communication. 

· express ideas clearly in writing and speaking in order to synthesize and evaluate information before presenting it. 

· enter/place themselves into an existing dialogue (intellectual, political, etc.). 

· identify, analyze, and summarize/represent the key elements of a text. 

  

  Inquiry and Critical Thinking 

· self-assess personal strengths (personal, academic, social) and how they can help overcome weaknesses. 

· approach complex issues by taking a large question and breaking it down into manageable pieces. 

· make meaningful connections among assignments and readings in order to develop a sense of the “big picture.” 

· collect, evaluate, and analyze information and resources to solve problems or answer questions. 

Global Perspective 

· recognize the value of obtaining a historical perspective of events as being relevant and useful to guide future decision-making. 

In addition to these foundational undergraduate learning goals, we will practice these skills to highly competent with the learning objectives for Composition 101.
Reading
· close read 20-100 pages a week, depending on difficulty of the material.

· locate key points and sub-points of scholarly and non-fiction texts.  

Research
· use at least one academic database through UWT library website to research background material on texts being studied.  

Critical Thinking
· succinctly summarize the main argument of texts and key supporting points.  

· compare texts and synthesize evidence to produce your own argument—this is academic argument.

Writing
· plan for composing with pre-writing strategies.  

· compose a 4-6 page thesis-driven analysis or argument that is well-reasoned, well-organized, and clear.

· reference sources by integrating in-text and bibliographic citations with the appropriate style. 

· revise and improve major compositions in regard to content and structure as well as sentence-level editing 
required texts and materials

Leopold, Aldo. A Sand County Almanac (and Sketches Here and There). New York: 

Oxford University, 1949.

Hacker, Diane. A Writer’s Reference. 8th ed.

(possibly) Course Pack from UWT Printing Services (required. in MAT building. about $20)

Nature & Reflection Journal 
pen / pencil for in class, internet access and the ability to print outside of class
desire: to develop and consistently use your intellectual curiosity
general course requirements 

active reading:  You will have a reading assignment for every class; sometimes a creative story or critical essay, a textbook chapter, or a combination of all these.  In order to be a productive participant in class, to prepare yourself adequately for the essays you’ll write, and to cultivate your intellect, you need to be an active reader.  I fully expect that you will COMPLETE all reading as assigned, that you will ANNOTATE your texts to assist you in locating passages, that you will ORGANIZE your insights and questions on the reading before coming to class, and that you will OFFER those insights and questions during discussion.

nature journal:  Based on your experiences out in nature, writing exercises, prompts and assigned readings, you will be asked to write extensively in your journal at least twice each week. Each journal assignment should be 1-2 pages. We’ll discuss the expectations and structure for journal writing on the first day of class.

general participation:  You need to put forth an effort to participate on a daily basis.  Make a point of contributing something relevant to discussion during every class.  As you may know by now, engaging with me and your peers makes for a richer experience.  Plus, it makes the time fly.  We will work often in groups, and your lively thoughts and comments are required.  Participation is worth 100pts.

assignments & grades
This is a process-oriented writing class, which means that you will not only write essays, but you will LEARN how to write them. You do this by writing multiple drafts of each essay (revision), and analyzing and critiquing essays by your peers and established writers in various rhetorical situations. You will write a total of three essays for this class, two of three with multiple drafts. In each essay, your goal is to write beyond a personal story or opinion, delving deeper into the conversation and context behind your issue.  Through learning the processes of writing, your essays will have a clear thesis (purpose), consideration of an audience, supporting evidence that uses well-researched material, a clear structure, strong voice, and a conclusion that reaches beyond the initial premise of the essay.  

All essays will be rhetorical in nature. The first essay will be a Personal essay, 2-3 pages, and worth 100 pts.  The second essay will be a Rhetorical Analysis Essay, 2-3 pages, and worth 150 pts. The third essay will be a research-based Persuasive Argument, 5-7 pages, worth 250 pts.  

Our final class meetings will be dedicated to your final group presentations, worth 100 pts. More information on this to come later.



Grading: on a scale of 1,000 points
Participation



100 points

Nature Journal


100 points

Homework



150 points

Personal Essay


  50 points
Rhetorical Analysis Ex
100 points

Argument/Res. Essay

250 points

Group Presentation

100 points

Peer Reviews


  50 points

Reflection Letter/Portfolio
 100 points

University Grading Policies: http://www.tacoma.uw.edu/enrollment-services/grading-policies
policies

attendance:  Please make special note of this policy.  Anything beyond 3 absences – 

in a quarter in which we meet less than 20 times – is excessive and will result in my asking you to withdraw from class. Class time is key for learning as well as getting homework assignments, and there will often be in-class assignments that cannot be made up. Please also note that 2 tardies equal an absence.  No exceptions.

due dates:  Please respect the posted due dates.  ALL ASSIGNMENTS AND 
ESSAYS  MUST BE COMPLETED AND TURNED IN.  Late papers will be penalized 1/3 of a letter grade (A- becomes B+) each DAY it is late.  Papers turned in more than three days after the due date will NOT be accepted.

submission of written work:  Please note that written work should be submitted in hard 

copy on its specified due date.  Written work submitted via e-mail is unacceptable without permission.  There is a folder on my office door in case of illness. *I cannot guarantee that you will receive late work back or that comments will be made in a timely manner.
conduct:  Cell phones will absolutely be turned onto silent as you walk into the room.   

They must remain in your bag or your pocket, not on your desktop.  Laptop 
computers are only permitted for classroom tasks.  When in the classroom we are a community and will treat each other with respect and care.

Communication Integrity: Email is a very useful form of communication, but one that is 
often misunderstood or abused. Please follow the terms below:


1. Please email me and your other professors respectfully & formally. An email should contain a greeting, a clear & direct inquiry and a salutation including your name & the class you are enrolled in.

2. Email is not the place for complaints. If you have a question on a grade or policy, please come by my office for an appointment or speak with me after class. If you have a complaint, please allow time for me to make us an appointment with a third party.

3. I check UW email regularly during the week, and very little on the weekends, but am not compulsively online. Please do not expect automatic responses from your instructors. 

4. Please do not email me for missed assignments. If you miss an assignment due to absence, contact a peer in your learning group. A system will be put in place for this.

5. Do not email work to me. It must be handed in in-class & on time.


By staying enrolled in this class, it is acknowledged that you agree to these terms.
support

teaching and learning center

The TLC provides a wide variety of instructional resources and support for teaching and learning at UW Tacoma.  Teaching and learning are ongoing processes that take practice, commitment, and time.  We are here to assist you in achieving your goals and provide math/quantitative, writing, science, and other tutoring services.

http://www.tacoma.washington.edu/tlc/
academic standards/plagiarism

All student work must be free of plagiarism, and it is my job to teach you how to avoid this. Plagiarism is defined in the University catalog and in the Student Handbook. Consult any professor if you have any questions.  

A major part of your experience in the class will be reading, synthesizing, and using the knowledge and ideas of others. It is the responsibility of the faculty to help you in this process and to be certain you learn to credit the work of others upon which you draw. To plagiarize is to appropriate and to pass off, as one's own ideas, writing or works of another. Plagiarism is no less of a misconduct violation than vandalism or assault. Ignorance of proper documentation procedures is the usual cause of plagiarism. This ignorance does not excuse the act. Students are responsible for learning how and when to document and attribute resources used in preparing a written or oral presentation.

For more information, please refer to the Academic Honesty: Cheating and Plagiarism document prepared by the Committee on Academic Conduct in the College of Arts and Sciences, UW Seattle: 

http://depts.washington.edu/grading/issue1/honesty.htm
library

The UWT Library provides resources and services to support students at all levels of expertise. We guide students through the research process, helping them learn how to develop effective research strategies and find and evaluate appropriate resources. For more information about the Library and its services, see:

http://www.tacoma.washington.edu/library/
disability support services

The University of Washington Tacoma is committed to making physical facilities and instructional programs more accessible to students with disabilities. Disability Support Services (DSS) functions as the focal point for coordination of services for students with disabilities. In compliance with Title II or the Americans with Disabilities Act, any enrolled student at UW Tacoma who has an appropriately documented physical, emotional, or mental disability that substantially limits one or more major life activities [including walking, seeing, hearing, speaking, breathing, learning and working], is eligible for services from DSS.  To schedule an appointment with a counselor, please call (253) 692-4522.  Consult the web page below for a complete description of services.

http://www.tacoma.washington.edu/studentaffairs/SHW/dss_about.cfm
Campus Safety Information

http://www.tacoma.washington.edu/safety/emergency/Emergency_plan.pdf
Escort Service

Safety Escorts are available Monday - Thursday 5:00pm - 10:30pm. They can be reached either through the duty officer or by dialing #300 from a campus phone.

In case of a fire alarm

Take your valuables and leave the building. Plan to return to class once the alarm has stopped. Do not return until you have received an all clear from somebody "official," the web or email.

In case of an earthquake

DROP, COVER, and HOLD. Once the shaking stops, take your valuables and leave the building. Do not plan to return for the rest of the day. Do not return to the building until you have received an all clear from somebody "official," the web‚ or email.  

Inclement Weather

Call (253) 383-INFO to determine whether campus operations have been suspended. If not, but driving conditions remain problematic, email the professor. This should provide information on whether a particular class will be held or not, and/or the status of pending assignments. If the first two numbers have been contacted and the student is still unable to determine whether a class will be held, or the student has a part-time instructor who does not have an office phone or contact number, call the program office number for updated information.

Autumn 2014 major assignment calendar
(*this does not include weekly homework *Schedule is likely to change)

   Monday        Tuesday     Wednesday     Thursday         Friday
	
	
	
	10/1
First Day 

Syllabus, course intro, interviews, what’s non fiction? journaling, Muir
	10/2

	10/5

	 10/6
Purpose & Audience
	10/7

	10/8
Concrete Writing/
Connecting to your subject

	10/9

	10/12

	10/13
Journal ex. due
(1-3)

MLA Format (1)

Tone


	10/14

	10/15
No Class
	10/16

	10/19

	10/20
Personal Essay

Due
Intro Rhetorical Analysis

	10/21

	10/22
Conferences 
Peer Review Due


	10/23


	10/26

	10/27
Journal ex. due
(4-7)
Movie trailer Comparison ex.

	10/28

	10/29
MLA Format (2)

Watch “An Inconvenient Truth”


	10/30


	11/2

	11/3
Rhetorical Analysis Essay Due (draft 1)

Argument & Research Topics & Methods

	11/4

	11/5
Plagiarism/

Citations

Peer Review 2
Due
Intro Essay #3: Finding your Research Question
	11/6


	11/9

	11/10
Optional Essay 1 Revision due
Journal ex. due

(8-11)
Paraphrasing
	11/11
	11/12
Library Day
Extending your Ideas
	11/13


	11/16

	11/17
Essay 3 Formal Outline Due (online)

	11/18
	11/19
Analysis Essay Revision Due


	11/20

	11/23

	11/24
Essay #3 Due (draft 1)
Analysis Essay Revision Due


	11/25

	11/26
Peer Review 3 Due
Conferences
	11/27


	11/30

	12/1
Conferences
Group Meetings
	12/2

	12/3

	12/4



	12/7
	12/8
     Presentations

Journals Due 
	12/9
	12/10
    Presentations

Final Day 

of Class
	12/11


Portfoliom, Reflection Letter & Revisions Due by Exam Day & Time

