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Office of Undergraduate Education

TCORE 101
College Writer as Rebel:
 Looking at Censorship and Voice in Writing
Tuesday / Thursday 

3:05-5:10pm, GWP 216

Instructor: Abby Murray

Office Hours: TTh 11am-12pm 
and by appointment
McDonald Smith (MDS) Building 310B

Email: amurray1@uw.edu
Course Description: 
Censorship has shaped human cultures for centuries. Social power and control determine what we read, write, watch, crave, eat, worship – you get the idea. When faced with the threat of silence, we consider more carefully what our passions are and how we might best express and protect them. So how does this affect the college writer? What effect does it have on your thoughts, words and actions? How does it change the way you listen and respond to everything from works of art to presidential elections? During this course, we will explore our responses to both personal experiences and literature influenced by some form of censorship. Think of censorship as a lens through which we’ll be reading. Let’s start with a conversation about what it means to silence a word, then complement our dialogue with recent articles, stories, poems and papers written by authors who have some background or interest in censorship or oppression.
This class is designed to help first-year writing students become stronger writers and critical thinkers. The assignments provide an opportunity for students to engage with their own personal, civic, and academic interests. Civic discourse is essential in this TCORE 101 class, and students are required to participate in conversations with compassion and commitment.

Core: 

The Core program consists of a coordinated series of courses that represent the various disciplines in the university. This course, along with the others in your cohort, fulfills one of the university’s general education requirements in each of the areas of knowledge plus composition.  The courses are designed to both support and challenge you to develop the critical thinking, writing, research, and analytical skills you’ll need at UWT while introducing you to relevant topics in the social sciences, humanities, and sciences.

Required Texts:

A Pocket Style Manual, 6th Edition by Diana Hacker (available at bookstore)
Course pack, available for pickup at the Copy Center

Essays found on http://writingspaces.org/essays 
Learning Objectives:
· Critical Thinking, Reading, and Writing: 

- reading and writing for inquiry, learning, thinking, and communicating
- employing skills of summarization, evaluation, analysis , and synthesis of outside ideas
- entering into a conversation with outside ideas in order to make new, original arguments in writing

· Rhetorical Strategies: 

- building a larger understanding of the rhetorical purpose of academic writing
- working to develop a voice of authority in response to uncertainty in writing
- exploring the ideas of those who have dissimilar life experiences or even complicating arguments in order to develop your discussion

· Self-Assessment

- developing a working vocabulary in regard to the writing process in order to discuss work with others

- exploring the ways in which peer response can positively complicate the writing process
- assessing how one’s personal experiences, perspective, and voice can work in response to the discussion at hand (both verbal and written)

The Assignments
Paper & Homework Submissions: You have the incredible luck of taking this course from an old-school instructor who prefers paper in her hand over staring at a screen. Homework assignments should be typed and printed. Do not email homework assignments. Occasionally, we will write during class and these handwritten assignments are fine. (Quick note: You will be writing often outside of the assigned essays, which are relatively short.) For your personal narrative, rhetorical analysis and portfolio, things work a bit differently. You will submit essays online via the class Canvas page, but you will also turn in hard copies. I alternate between typing and handwriting comments, so I require both forms. Because your essays are put through plagiarism checkers online, I cannot grade essays that have not been electronically uploaded. 
Participation: Your participation grade is determined by more than your active presence in the classroom. Students are also required to engage with their local communities by attending a minimum of two artistic events or free lectures on or off campus during the quarter, then submitting brief written responses (about 300 words) that lead me through the experience with vivid detail, clear explanations, and moments of curiosity or clarity. Be specific. UWT offers many talks and presentations, but the surrounding Tacoma area has even more to offer: poetry readings, open mics, live performances, plays, operas, workshops, the ‘lit crawl’, museum exhibits – there is no shortage of opportunity! My advice is to not put this off until the end of the quarter and get started soon. Did you know the museums across the street provide free admission to students with a UW ID on Sundays? I will also post events through Canvas announcements.
Personal Narrative: This essay requires reflection. It will test your ability to think in-depth about an educational experience you’ve had outside the classroom. I mean ‘educational’ in a broad way; yes, textbooks and lectures teach us many things, but we learn much more about our passions and principles from sources beyond the classroom. Our childhoods, first jobs, moves, losses, deployments, discoveries and recoveries are pivotal moments that point us in various directions. Through reflection, we can look back at periods of time and pause to understand them – to see them as moments made up of many parts that change us. Your narrative should move with logical progression and end by giving the reader a clear idea of what changed. This essay is must be at least four pages, six pages max.
Rhetorical Analysis: The ability to read any text, comprehend its message and demonstrate the way it works is crucial for the college writer. Think about it – you consume a wide range of literature every day: traffic signs and billboards, song lyrics, instructions, directions and assignment sheets (this is literature!), school papers, novels, descriptions. In this class, you will conduct a rhetorical analysis of one poem. We will take a look at four poets with some stake in what it means to be censored, whether they write about this topic directly or their voice is shaped by experiences of silence. This essay will be eight pages minimum, ten max.
Portfolio: The portfolio should include polished drafts of your personal narrative and rhetorical analysis, as well as a reflection introduction that draws a reader into your experience as a TCORE 101 student. (We’ll go over this in detail during class.) This collection of your revised drafts should demonstrate your developmental progress as a writer in the community. It’s also a good reminder NOT to throw away your drafts! You will need them to guide your revisions. 
The Policies
Grading:

Personal Narrative: 25%

Rhetorical Analysis: 25%

Homework and In-Class Assignments: 20%

Portfolio: 20%

Participation: 10%
Classroom Environment: Because discussion is crucial in developing our ideas, questioning our thinking and connecting as a group, students and instructors must work to cultivate a professional and compassionate learning environment. Intimidation and disrespect are not tolerated. Everyone should feel comfortable asking questions, expressing new ideas and responding to assigned texts with honesty. Come to class with an open mind and willingness to learn. 
Absences: Do not email me to ask what you missed in your absence. I do not respond to these emails. I plan my classes thoughtfully and do not have time to reteach individual students via email. If you miss a class, it is your responsibility to catch up with a classmate to find out what you missed and get the assignment. Assignments must be turned in on time. You do not need to present doctors’ notes or excuses. I trust you. If you know you will miss a class, please send me a brief email letting me know. Students who miss more than four classes will need to meet with me privately to discuss their progress.
Preparedness: Please arrive in class on time, with everything you need to contribute and learn. Typically, this means bringing the textbook or article we are looking at, paper and pen for taking notes, and a water bottle or coffee – that’s what I usually bring. 
Emails: I only respond to emails with a greeting, signature, and appropriate language. No profanity, no text lingo, no guesswork in understanding who you are and which class you are in. Just basic, professional communication. We’ll go over this in class until you are comfortable.
Late Work: Because the quarter system leaves us with only ten weeks to accomplish so much, I am unable to accept late work. The turnaround time between getting first drafts back and due dates for revised drafts are quick, so plan accordingly. There are no exceptions. If you know you will be missing a class, please arrange to have your work turned in ahead of time. If your assignment is not submitted by the end of the class day it is due, it is considered late and will not be accepted.
Electronics: The use of cell phones, tablets and laptops will not be allowed in the classroom without permission. You will need to take notes on paper.
Plagiarism: Plagiarism is the use of another person’s thoughts, words or ideas in your writing without proper citation. Plagiarism includes using someone else’s words as your own without noting it in your text, submitting someone else’s work as your own, and submitting papers for this class that you have submitted to others. If I suspect academic dishonesty, I will discuss it with you; plagiarism will result in a failed assignment. Repeated plagiarism (whether fully intended or not) or cheating will result in your failing this course. Talk to me if you are struggling—plagiarism is much less productive. We will spend some time in class reviewing the ins and outs of plagiarism so that everyone is familiar with its many faces. If you are not sure if you are plagiarizing an assignment, please ask someone in the TLC to look it over with you, discuss it with a classmate, reference handouts, or schedule a visit with me. For more information, refer to the “Academic Honesty: Cheating and Plagiarism” document prepared by the Committee on Academic Conduct in the College of Arts and Sciences, UW Seattle: http://depts.washington.edu/grading/issue1/honesty.htm
Your Resources
Teaching and Learning Center

The TLC is located in the Snoqualmie building and provides a wide variety of instructional resources and support for teaching and learning at UW Tacoma.  Teaching and learning are ongoing processes that take practice, commitment, and time.  We are here to assist you in achieving your goals and provide math/quantitative, writing, science, and other tutoring services. Please also see: http://www.tacoma.washington.edu/tlc/
Library
The UWT Library provides resources and services to support students at all levels of expertise. We guide students through the research process, helping them learn how to develop effective research strategies and find and evaluate appropriate resources. For more information about the Library and its services, see: http://www.tacoma.washington.edu/library/
Disability Support Services: The University of Washington Tacoma is committed to making physical facilities and instructional programs more accessible to students with disabilities. Disability Support Services (DSS) functions as the focal point for coordination of services for students with disabilities. In compliance with Title II or the Americans with Disabilities Act, any enrolled student at UW Tacoma who has an appropriately documented physical, emotional, or mental disability that substantially limits one or more major life activities [including walking, seeing, hearing, speaking, breathing, learning and working], is eligible for services from DSS.  To schedule an appointment with a counselor, please call (253) 692-4522.  Consult the web page below for a complete description of services:
http://www.tacoma.washington.edu/studentaffairs/SHW/dss_about.cfm
Counseling Services: The Counseling Center is free to students and located in MAT 354. It’s a wonderful place to reach out to if you are feeling uneasy or overwhelmed with personal or academic stresses. 

Security Escort Service: Safety Escorts are available Monday – Thursday 6:00AM - 11:00PM . They can be reached either through the duty officer or by calling 253-692-4416.

Inclement Weather: Call (253) 383-INFO to determine whether campus operations have been suspended. If there is sketchy weather, check your Canvas email. I will send out a message if class is cancelled, and I’ll let you know if assignments need to be uploaded to Canvas. You are responsible for keeping up to date with your email!

Let’s get started!
The Schedule

This schedule is subject to change. Please keep this copy in your notebook to record any adjustments.

Thursday, 10/1: Introductions & first discussion. Homework: Purchase course pack from Copy Center and read the Atlantic article inside it called “The Coddling of the American Mind”. Take notes. Come to class ready to initiate a discussion with your peers.
Tuesday, 10/6: Personal Narrative Assigned.
Thursday, 10/8:

Tuesday, 10/13:

Thursday, 10/15: Personal Narrative First Drafts Due.
Tuesday, 10/20: 
Thursday, 10/22: 
Tuesday, 10/27: Personal Narrative Second Drafts Due. Rhetorical Analysis Assigned.
Thursday, 10/29: 
Tuesday, 11/3: 
Thursday, 11/5: Rhetorical Analysis First Drafts Due. (first five pages due)
Tuesday, 11/10: 
Thursday, 11/12: 
Tuesday, 11/17: No class – I will be traveling. Rhetorical Analysis First Drafts due online, hard copies submitted to the SIAS office (WCG 424) for delivery in my inbox.
Thursday, 11/19: Rhetorical Analysis Second Drafts Due. Portfolios assigned.
Tuesday, 11/24: 
Thursday, 11/26: Thanksgiving – no class!

Tuesday, 12/1: Rhetorical Analysis Second Drafts Due. 
Thursday, 12/3: 
Tuesday, 12/8: revision, revision, revision…
Thursday, 12/10: Last day of class! Portfolios due.
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