
Pacific Visions/TCore 124/Bacho/prba@u.washington.edu
Office Hours: Before and After Class by Appointment

Pacific Visions: The Influence of Stereotypes on U.S. Foreign Policy
For many Americans, Asia and Asians have always been the unknowable “other.” Hence, the 20th Century prism through which many Americans viewed developments in Asia was distorted, often reflecting the wishes, hopes and biases of American observers. Stereotypes ranged from the negative (China and Japan as the “Yellow Peril”) to the benign (China as potentially Christian). Such misperceptions are bad enough, but when used as the basis for U.S. foreign policy, the results have been disastrous. Students will study the roots of these biases, as well as the consequences of flawed U.S. foreign policy. Students will also examine whether such views have changed much in this still new century.  

Books:
The Forbidden Book, Ignacio, et al.

The Best and the Brightest, David Halberstam. Ballantine Books. ISBN: 978-0449908709

Street without Joy: The French Debacle in Indochina, Bernard Fall. Stackpole Books. ISBN: 978-0811732369

The Sorrow of War: A Novel of North Vietnam, Bao Ninh. Riverhead Books. ISBN: 978-1573225434

The Things They Carried, Tim O’Brien. Mariner Books. ISBN: 978-0618706419. Or for those students who have read this novel, the alternative by O’Brien will be Going After Cacciato.
Course Objectives

- Examine the reasons why Asia was so unknown, not just to average Americans, but to key US policymakers in the US

- Examine the stereotypes that formed the basis of major decisions by these policy- makers

- Examine the consequences of disastrous engagements upon America’s opponents and Americans themselves.   

Requisites

Course Requirements and Grading Criteria on Writing Assignments: The Instructor uses a grading scale (below); he does not use a curve. Most of your grade will depend on the timely completion of reviews of the assigned books and films. 

The reviews are 3 pages and consist of the following elements: a synopsis of the book or film, a discussion of themes, and an evaluation of the author’s success/lack of success.
The books and films to be reviewed are as follows: Good Night and Good Luck (film), Street Without Joy, The Best and the Brightest, The Fog of War (film), The Things They Carried (or Going After Cacciato), The Sorrow of War.  Each review is worth 15 points, or 90 points total.

Late submissions will be penalized.

Ten points are allocated to the group project. pages of names, contributions), which should include the names of the group members and their contributions to the project. 

Project presentations will be held during the last week of the term. Also due will be your 2 page “white paper” that makes recommendations as to the proper course of action the US should take.

Ten points are allocated to class participation. 
Part of your grade will depend on your ability to submit work that is grammatically correct. Toward this end, the Instructor will require small group reviews of work due; the purpose is for students to help each other edit their works more precisely. After the Instructor has read the assignments, he will compile lists of common errors from the exercises (“Bibles”). The Bibles will be reviewed in class at different times during the term. This will occur when the Instructor detects an inordinate level of spelling and grammatical errors. Students will be expected to stop repeating these errors as the quarter progresses.

Students who wish to strengthen their writing skills can do so by working closely with campus writing tutors. Students who have serious writing flaws are expected to regularly seek tutorial help.
Class Attendance and Participation: To earn full participation points, students must demonstrate consistent and punctual attendance and an ongoing willingness to speak in class and within small groups that will be formed for discussion of the assigned works. 

Students must also have perfect attendance.

Students who come to class after roll has been taken will be marked as absent.
NB: There is no Final Exam.

Grading Scale: The grading scale is numerical and is based on the student’s accumulation of total points. The totals correspond to different numerical grades. 100 (4.0); 99-98 (3.9); 97 (3.8); 96 (3.7); 95 (3.6); 94 (3.5); 93 (3.4); 92 (3.3); 91 (3.2); 90 (3.1); 89-85 (3.0); 84 (2.9); 83 (2.8); 82 (2.7); 81 (2.6); 80 (2.5); 79 (2.4); 78 (2.3); 77 (2.2); 76 (2.1); 75-70 (2.0); etc. Below 60 points, no credit.

Fishbowl: Starting Week 2, faculty will appoint two students to engage with faculty and to lead the discussion on materials covered the previous week. 

Schedule
Week One (3-26): Lecture on 19th and early 20th Century history focusing on SE Asia, China, the Philippines. The Forbidden Book. Film “Amigo,” Group Formation. 
Week Two (4-2): Lecture on World War II, the post-war years in Asia, the rise of the Iron Curtain, the Korean War, Monolithic Communism and other intellectually vapid doctrines. Chapter 7, Halberstam on the rise and fall and impact of Sen. Joe McCarthy on domestic politics and US foreign policy. Film Good Night and Good Luck. Review of Good Night due Monday. Bring three copies for peer editing.
Week Three (4-9): Lecture on French reign in SE Asia. Seminar on Fall, Street Without Joy. Group Work on Project. Review of Street Without Joy due Monday. Bring three copies for peer editing.
Week Four (4-16): Film The Quiet American. Small group discussion of the film. Large group discussion of the film. Group Work on Project.
Week Five (4-23): Lecture on 20th Century Philippine History.  World War II, the role of agrarian unrest, the government response, the US response, the rise of Marcos. The Philippines now.
Week Six (4-30): Seminar on Halberstam’s The Best and the Brightest, all remaining sections – small group, large group. Group Work on Project. Review of The Best and the Brightest due Monday. Bring three copies.
Week Seven (5-7): Film: Fog of War. Seminar on either The Things They Carried or Going After Cacciato. Group Work on Project. Review of The Fog of War due Monday. Review of The Things They Carried or Going After Cacciato due Monday. In terms of both the film and novel reviews bring three copies of each for peer editing. 
Week Eight (5-14): Film on post-traumatic stress disorder. Seminar on The Sorrow of War. Group Work on Project. Review of The Sorrow of War due Monday. Bring three copies for peer editing.
Weeks Nine (5-21): Film: The Vietnam War (Burns). Group Work.
Week Ten (5-28): Memorial Day. Group Presentations on W and F.
Hypothetical Scenarios Requiring White Papers

This is Manila 1986. The Philippines, long a strategic US outpost, has been emrboiled in controversy and disorder. US policy supports the current dictator, Ferdinand Marcos. However, since the murder of opposition leader Benigno Aquino, opposition has grown exponentially. Money is leaving the country. Average Filipinos are leaving to join the Marxist resistance group, the New People’s Army. The Philippines is on the cusp of a revolutionary situation. The Marxists have long opposed the bases, and unless stability is restored, the US could find its most important assets (the naval base at Subic Bay and Clark Air Base) embroiled in the middle of a civil war. Marcos has been cozying up to the Soviets; he sees them as a possible replacement for the Americans should they withdraw support. Marcos, under enormous political pressure, has called a “snap election.” His opponent is Benigno Aquino’s wife, Corazon Aquino. Early polling indicates that Marcos has rigged the election in his favor. 

What should the US do?

This is 2018. The United States has a defense treaty with Japan, which is currently embroiled in a territorial dispute with China over offshore islands (the Senkakus). The Senkakus are important because the nation that controls these islands also controls the enormous amount of resources (natural gas, oil) beneath the surface. The Chinese, flush with cash, have devoted billions toward upgrading their military, including their navy. In recent months, Chinese ships and planes have

patrolled the disputed islands. The Japanese have responded by dispatching their own vessels and aircraft to these islands. It is only a matter of time before one side

or the other shoots.

Should violence erupt, what should the US do? 
This is 2018. The United States has a defense treaty with the Philippines, which is currently embroiled in a territorial dispute with China over offshore islands (the Spratlys). The Spratlys are important because the nation that controls these islands also controls the enormous amount of resources (natural gas, oil) under the surface. The Chinese, flush with cash, have devoted billions toward upgrading their military, including their navy. In recent months, Chinese ships and planes have patrolled the disputed islands. They have even built up and expanded an island. The Philippines has responded by sending some vessels and by filing diplomatic complaints. The US objects to China’s aggressive military posture. The situation is a tinderbox that could erupt in China militarily sezing the islands and destroying Filipino forces who try – unsuccessfully – to intervene.

Should that occur, what should the US do? 
This is 2018. North Korea has been a flashpoint for a potentially disastrous conflict with the United States. Missile launches and underground nuclear tests have rattled North Korea’s neighbors as well as the United States. Most experts agree that a war against the North would have disastrous consequences – for South Korea and possibly Japan and the US.
What advice would you give the president to avoid what would likely be a catastrophic war on the Korean peninsula?

Please note that this scenario could change dramatically in the next month or so. Adjust your research and make recommendations accordingly.

