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Office of Undergraduate Education

TCORE 104D: Introduction to Humanities
“The Museum of Everyday Things”

Fall 2016, 5 credits
Instructor: Stephanie Lile
	Class Times
	M/W 1:30-3:35 p.m.
	TLB 115

	Office Hours

(also by appointment)
	M/W 12:00-1:00 p.m.
KEY 200
	M/W 3:35-4:05 p.m.
KEY 200

	Contact 
	liles@uw.edu
	253-677-4870


Course Description
This course enters the world of the humanities through the museum’s front door, exploring the role of objects in our culture. This class will be creating a theoretical “Museum of Everyday Things” that examines how object literacy can shape our thinking about the world around us. In the Museum of Everyday Things, we will explore the origin of object ideas and how key ideas and objects have impacted our world. Students will learn to “read” objects and unearth the clues to understanding art, artifact, and ways of seeing the usual in unusual ways. 
As the course progresses, we will examine the “collector within” and cultural repositories in our community, asking the questions: Why are certain things saved and other things thrown away? How do objects wind up in a museum and why? What should be saved for future generations and as representative of different cultures? Places studied will include museums, homes, shrines, parks, and garbage dumps through in-class discussions, slide lectures, and first-hand visits. 
Core

The Core program consists of a coordinated series of courses that represent the various disciplines in the university.  This course, along with the others in your cohort, fulfills one of the university’s general education requirements in each of the areas of knowledge plus composition.  The courses are designed to both support and challenge you to develop the critical thinking, writing, research, and analytical skills you’ll need at UWT while introducing you to relevant topics in the social sciences, humanities, and sciences.

Learning Objectives

In this course, you will learn to
· formulate an original thesis-driven argument and sustain it in both written and verbal communication.

· express ideas clearly in writing and speaking in order to synthesize and evaluate information before presenting it.

· identify, analyze, and summarize/represent the key elements of a text.

· think outside of cultural norms and values, including your own perspective, to critically engage the larger world.

· recognize the value of obtaining a historical perspective of objects and their meaning as being relevant and useful to guide future decision-making.

· approach complex issues by taking a large question and breaking it down into manageable pieces.

· make meaningful connections among assignments and readings in order to develop a sense of the “big picture.”

· collect, evaluate, and analyze information and resources to solve problems or answer questions.
Required Texts and Materials
Challoner, Jack. 1001 Inventions that Changed the World. New York: Barrons/London: Cassell Illustrated, 2009.
Norman, Donald, A. Design of Everyday Things, Revised & Expanded. New York: Basic Books, 2013.
Hoffman, Alice. The Museum of Extraordinary Things. New York: Scribner, 2014. 
Reference Works

Moses, Nancy. Lost in the Museum: Buried Treasures and the Stories They Tell. Lanham: Altmira Press, 2008.
MacGregor, Neil. A History of the World in 100 Objects. New York: Viking Penguin, 2010.
Additional readings may be available on UWT Library’s Ereserves at:  https://ereserves.tacoma.washington.edu/  You will need your UW net id and password to access these readings.
Course Requirements
Open a Catalyst account.

Access the course’s Common View Catalyst site.

Plan on spending 15 hours per week outside of class reading and doing assignments for the course.

Class attendance.  This is not a lecture course.  It is a seminar.  The success of each student will depend on how well he or she is prepared for each class and to what extent each student contributes to furthering the class discussion.  The quality of preparation and participation will be as important as the quantity.  You are responsible for finding out from other students what happened during any class you miss.
Grading
Class Participation and Preparation:







10%

Library Assignment










10%

Annotations of Readings









10%

Object Investigation










10%

Everyday Object Nomination for final






20%
Final Project (introductory paragraph and annotated bibliography)
30%
Final Object Installation 









10%
Grades will be calculated on a 100-point scale.  Final grades will be converted to the UW’s 4.0 grade scale.

Late work
All assignments must be turned in on time. Late assignments will be dropped one-half grade for each day late, except in extreme circumstances. This means that an assignment that is eight days or more late will automatically earn a 0.0.  No extensions will be granted except for a written medical excuse presented before the due date of the assignment.  No assignments will be accepted by email unless otherwise stated.
http://www.tacoma.washington.edu/enrollmentservices/grading.cfm
Writing Requirements
You will do impromptu in-class writing as well as writing assignments out of class that I will expect to be polished.  In-class writing assignments will be ungraded, but you will receive credit for doing them that will contribute to you class participation and preparation grade.  These assignments cannot be made up.
All assignments will be graded for clarity of composition and grammar as well as content.  Assignments must be typed, double-spaced with one-inch margins, unless stated otherwise. All sources must be cited in footnotes or endnotes using The Chicago Manual of Style, 15th or 16th ed., available in the library and summarized in The Chicago Manual of Style handout from the UW Libraries. Failure to do your own work or to cite the work of others properly will constitute plagiarism and result in a 0.0 for the assignment. It is not acceptable to turn in what is substantially the same paper to two different courses.
Assignments
Library Assignment
Using the UW Libraries online catalogue and databases, find books and journal articles related to specific objects (see handout).

Annotated Bibliographies
Some guidelines for preparing an annotated bibliography can be found in Storey, Writing History, pp. 23-24.  Each annotation will contain a full citation, following the Chicago Style’s format for bibliographic citations.  This citation will be followed by three sentences.  The first will briefly describe the reading’s thesis.  The next sentence will analyze the sources and quality of the evidence.  The final sentence will evaluate the reading’s quality, value, and significance.
You will submit typed annotations for each assigned reading in class the day that reading is due.  You will also submit an annotated bibliography for your final project (see below).

Object Investigation

You will be assigned an object that currently resides in a museum somewhere in the world to investigate and give a brief 5-minute presentation on in class. In addition to describing the history of the object, where it can be found, find five images of the object online and deposit them in course’s Catalyst site before the day you give your presentation. The images must be at least 800 x 600 pixels.
Research Proposal: Object Nomination for the Museum of Everyday Things
Pick an object that is common to your everyday life that you feel should be saved for eternity. Write 2-3 pages about why that object should be saved, why it is important, and what it represents in the larger, long-term picture. How did you come to select this object?  What does it mean to you and the world in this time and place? Include a picture or drawing of the object with your nomination. Your proposal must include an annotated bibliography of three sources (see handout).

Object Installation
Prepare a creative object installation that allows your fellow students to examine and develop new understandings of your nominated object using at least two of the five senses (sight, sound, touch, taste, smell). These installations will be assembled in the classroom into our Museum of Everyday Things. Each installation must have an exemplary object, a label describing why we should care about the object enough to save it, and a touch, smell, taste, or oral element that builds greater understanding of the object.
Final Project: Introductory Paragraph and Annotated Bibliography
Instead of writing an entire 15-page paper, you will write the first or introductory paragraph for the paper you would have written.  In it you will restate the research questions, state your thesis or answer to the research questions, and give an overview of some of the evidence you will use.  Finally, you will make an explicit statement as to why your object matters.  The paragraph will be between 250 and 500 words and will be fully and completely cited as you write, down to the page number of the work cited, using the Chicago Style.  Accompanying this paragraph will be an annotated bibliography of ten scholarly (books and journal articles) sources related to your object that provide evidence to support your thesis.  This “paper” is the supporting document for your object nomination and installation. Your project paper will be graded on the basis of how clear and compelling a thesis you present as well as the quality of the evidence used to support it, the accuracy of your citations, and the significance of your object.  (See handout and rubric.) 
Teaching and Learning Center
The TLC provides a wide variety of instructional resources and support for teaching and learning at UW Tacoma.  Teaching and learning are ongoing processes that take practice, commitment, and time.  We are here to assist you in achieving your goals and provide math/quantitative, writing, science, and other tutoring services.
http://www.tacoma.washington.edu/tlc/
Academic Standards/Plagiarism

All student work must be free of plagiarism. Plagiarism is defined in the University catalog and in the Student Handbook. Consult your professor if you have any questions.  

A major part of your experience in the class will be reading, synthesizing, and using the knowledge and ideas of others. It is the responsibility of the faculty to help you in this process and to be certain you learn to credit the work of others upon which you draw. To plagiarize is to appropriate and to pass off, as one's own ideas, writing or works of another. Plagiarism is no less of a misconduct violation than vandalism or assault. Ignorance of proper documentation procedures is the usual cause of plagiarism. This ignorance does not excuse the act. Students are responsible for learning how and when to document and attribute resources used in preparing a written or oral presentation.

For more information, please refer to the Academic Honesty: Cheating and Plagiarism document prepared by the Committee on Academic Conduct in the College of Arts and Sciences, UW Seattle: 

http://www.tacoma.washington.edu/ias/advising/ug/academic_honesty.cfm
Library

The UWT Library provides resources and services to support students at all levels of expertise. We guide students through the research process, helping them learn how to develop effective research strategies and find and evaluate appropriate resources. For more information about the Library and its services, see:

http://www.tacoma.washington.edu/library/
Electronic Devices

Electronic devices (including, but not limited to, cell phones, pagers, laptops, and personal digital assistants) may only be used in the classroom with the permission of the instructor. Activities that are non-relevant to the course, such as texting, checking/sending email, playing games, and surfing the web, are considered disruptive activities when class is in session.

E-mail Policy
If I need to reach you outside of class, I will email you using your UW email address.  Please be sure to check your UW account regularly.

http://www.tacoma.washington.edu/policies_procedures/E-mail_Policy.pdf
Disability Support Services

The University of Washington Tacoma is committed to making physical facilities and instructional programs more accessible to students with disabilities. Disability Support Services (DSS) functions as the focal point for coordination of services for students with disabilities. In compliance with Title II or the Americans with Disabilities Act, any enrolled student at UW Tacoma who has an appropriately documented physical, emotional, or mental disability that substantially limits one or more major life activities [including walking, seeing, hearing, speaking, breathing, learning and working], is eligible for services from DSS.  To schedule an appointment with a counselor, please call (253) 692-4522.  Consult the web page below for a complete description of services.

http://www.tacoma.washington.edu/studentaffairs/SHW/dss_about.cfm
Campus Safety Information

http://www.tacoma.washington.edu/safety/emergency/Emergency_plan.pdf
Escort Service

Safety Escorts are available Monday - Thursday 5:00pm - 10:30pm. They can be reached either through the duty officer or by dialing #300 from a campus phone.

In case of a fire alarm

Take your valuables and leave the building. Plan to return to class once the alarm has stopped. Do not return until you have received an all clear from somebody "official," the web or email.

In case of an earthquake

DROP, COVER, and HOLD. Once the shaking stops, take your valuables and leave the building. Do not plan to return for the rest of the day. Do not return to the building until you have received an all clear from somebody "official," the web‚ or email.  

Inclement Weather

If I have to cancel class because of bad weather, I will send a message to your UW email account.  Also, sign up for UW Alerts, check the UWT website, or call (253) 383-INFO to determine whether campus operations have been suspended. If not, but driving conditions remain problematic, call the professor's office number. This number should provide information on whether a particular class will be held or not, and/or the status of pending assignments. If the first two numbers have been contacted and the student is still unable to determine whether a class will be held, or the student has a part-time instructor who does not have an office phone or contact number, call the program office number for updated information.
Schedule of Classes and Assignments**
	Class/Date
	Topic
	Reading
	Assignment

	1-Weds 9/28
	Introduction: Essential Questions/ Course Requirements
	Note: Reading summaries are due at the beginning of each class.
	Object Inquiry

	2-Mon 10/3
	Everyday objects
	Norman, Ch 1
	In-class investigation.

	3-Weds 10/5
	Defining object inquiry 
	Norman, Ch 2
	Lile, hand out

	4-Mon 10/10
	Using Library Resources and Evaluating Sources
	Norman, Ch 3
	

	5-Weds 10/12
	Object investigations: Using Museum Collections
	Norman Ch 4
	In-class conservation project.

	6-Mon 10/17
	Object Research
	Norman Ch 5
	

	7-Weds 10/19
	Extraordinary Objects
	
	Library Assignment due.

	8-Mon 10/24
	Global Honors Pres

Historical Objects
	The Museum of Extraordinary Things
	Book essay.

	9-Weds 10/26
	Artistic Objects
	Meet at TAM
	Research Proposal due.

	10-Mon 10/31
	Invented Objects
	Norman, Ch 6
	

	11-Weds 11/2
	Sacred Objects
	Hand out
	Object Essay due.

	12- Mon 11/7
	Guest Speaker
	Norman Ch 7: Design in the World of Business
	

	13-Weds 11/9
	Thesis Workshop 
	1001 Inventions: 5 entries that have impacted/influenced your object nomination 
	Bring in a draft thesis statement for your research project.

	14-Mon 11/14
	Writing about Objects
	AAM Article
	

	15-Weds 11/16
	Resources Workshop: Back to the Library
	Object Challenge
	

	16-Mon 11/21
	Guest Speaker
	
	Off site object investigation. Location: TBD

	17-Weds 11/23
	Research, Writing, and Editing Day
	
	Bring in a draft introductory paragraph, annotated bibliography, and draft object label.

	18-Mon 11/28
	Revisiting the Meaning of Object Inquiry
	Object Challenge
	

	19-Weds 11/30
	Object Labels
	AAM Design Awards Article
	Refining object labels

	20-Mon 12/5
	Student Presentations
	
	Introductory Paragraph and Annotated Bibliography due.

	21-Weds 12/7
	Object Installation
	
	Object Labels, etc. due


**I reserve the right to change the syllabus as needed.
Selected Bibliography

Woog, Adam. Sexless Oysters and Self-Tipping Hats: 100 Years of Invention in the Pacific Northwest. Seattle: Sasquatch Books, 1991.

Leonard, Annie. The Story of Stuff: How Our Obsession with Stuff is Trashing the Planet, Our Communities, and Our Health—and our Vision for Change. New York, Free Press, 2010. 
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Paine, Crispin. Religious Objects in Museums: Private Lives and Public Deities. London & New York: Bloomsbury Academic, 2013.

