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T CORE 124 D:  I n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  H u m a n i t i e s :  C o n c e p t s  o f  P o w e r

M, W 1:30-3:35 p.m. in ADMC GWP 101

Power, like truth, morality, or beauty, is a concept central to our understanding of ourselves,
human relations and of the world, and yet its identity and meaning are not fixed. One might say
its meaning is fundamentally contested, and its variability over time and in different
circumstances indicates both the richness of human experience and our attempts to grapple with
that experience conceptually.

In this course, we will study various and competing accounts of power by examining classical
and a few contemporary texts–plus a (notorious) film. We shall discover that power abides in
relation to a host of other markers of what it means to mark out a life worth living with others
and with oneself, including law, labor, government, human rights, notions of freedom, and
others. The concept of power gets deployed differently depending on the specific aims pursued
by each author. It shall be our task to attempt to trace the consequent constellation of meanings
produced.

Required Texts

The following texts are available for purchase at the campus bookstore.

* Karl Marx, Economic and Philosophic Manuscripts of 1844 (Prometheus Books)
* Sigmund Freud, Group Psychology and the Analysis of the Ego (Norton)
* Timothy Morton, Hyperobjects (University of Minnesota Press)

The following texts can be found on the web at the following URLs:

*Thomas Hobbes, Leviathan
https://socserv2.socsci.mcmaster.ca/econ/ugcm/3ll3/hobbes/Leviathan.pdf

*John Locke, Second Treatise of Government
http://www.earlymoderntexts.com/assets/pdfs/locke1689a.pdf

The following documents will be available for download on canvas.uw.edu:

*Jean-Jacques Rousseau, “Discourse on Political Economy”
*Hannah Arendt, “On Violence”
*Kathleen Jones, “What is Authority’s Gender?”
*Emmanuel Levinas, “Peace & Proximity”



Requirements

Your final grade will be determined by the following: 

Participation (10%)
Journal (20%)
Mid-term Exam (30%)
Essay  (4-7 pages) (40%)

Expectations

This class will consist of lecture and discussion.  Students must prepare themselves to discuss the
day’s reading.  It is recommended that students take careful and detailed notes on each reading
prior to each class meeting. Bring your books and notes to class, and arrive on time ready to
discuss the texts. Attendance is critical to your success in the class, and to the success of the
class.

Graded assignments

Participation. All students are expected to read carefully, generously, and critically, and to be
full participants in class discussion. The quality, regularity and vigor of contributions will be
noted and reflected in tallying the final grades.

Journal.  The journal consists of reading responses to the course texts. Students will submit the
journal in 2 parts as indicated in the reading schedule (below). The reading journal should
include your written notes on our assigned texts. There should be an entry for each and every
reading assignment. The journal is intended as an aid to class discussion, to serve as notes for
mid-term preparation, as well as to provide fodder for the final essay.

The journal entries should include significant quotations from the readings as well as the
student’s own original and thoughtful commentary. Show that you are engaging with the texts.

Directions
1. The journal entries should by typed. 
2. Each entry should have a date and should note the reading assignment author, text and page
number.

The journal will be graded on the basis of whether it clearly displays engagement with the texts. 

Exam. One in-class essay exam will be given on Hobbes, Locke, Rousseau and Marx. Please
bring a blue book to class. You are also allowed to bring to the exam one 4x6 note card on which
you may write notes.
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Essay.  One essay will be assigned, paper topics to be distributed May 24th. The essay prompts
will emphasize readings from the second half of the course. The final essay will be typed,
double-spaced, have page numbers, and contain a works-cited page (not counted in the page limit
requirement). 

Policies

Computers are not allowed in class, nor are any other electronic devices permitted without
permission. (Please print all e-texts.) Please muzzle your phones and other devices, and stow
them where they will not be a distraction.

Plagiarism is an act of dishonesty and will result in disciplinary measures. 

Inclement Weather, or Other Class Cancellations

In general, assume that our class will meet as scheduled. If the weather turns nasty, please check
the UWT home page for school closure or delayed opening. If I know I cannot make it to
campus, I will send an e-mail to the class.  You may also call the IAS office. Use common sense
as a guide, please.

Teaching and Learning Center (TLC)

The Teaching and Learning Center offers free academic support for students at all levels. TLC
offers one-on-one consultations and group workshops in writing, among other skill-sets. They
also work with students on questions about English grammar & vocabulary, reading, and learning
strategies. TLC is located in Snoqualmie 260 and online. Schedules for appointments and drop-in
visits are posted at tacoma.uw.edu/tlc. For special needs or subject tutoring requests, please email
uwtteach@uw.edu or call 253-692-4417.

Disability Support Services (DSS)

The University of Washington Tacoma is committed to making physical facilities and
instructional programs accessible to students with disabilities. DRS functions as the focal point
for coordination of services for students with disabilities. In compliance with Title II of the
Americans with Disabilities Act, any enrolled student at UW Tacoma who has an appropriately
documented physical, emotional, or mental disability that “substantially limits one or more major
life activities [including walking, seeing, hearing, speaking, breathing, learning and working],” is
eligible for services from DRS. If you are wondering if you may be eligible for accommodations
on our campus, please e-mail drsuwt.2uw.edu, call 253-692-4508, and/or visit:
http://www.tacoma.uw.edu/studentaffairs/SHW/dss_about.cfm.html
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Reading Schedule 

mar

M 27 No reading assigned.

W 29 Thomas Hobbes, chaps. 13-18

apr

M 3 John Locke, Second Treatise of Government, chaps. 1-3; 8: §§95-99; 9 & 14

W 5 Jean-Jacques Rousseau, “Discourse on Political Economy”

M 10 Rousseau, cont.

W 12 Karl Marx, “Alienated Labor,” and “Power of Money”

M 17 Marx & Friedrich Engels, “Manifesto of the Communist Party”

W 19 Marx, cont.

M 24 Midterm Exam (Journal, part 1 due)

W 26 Sigmund Freud, Group Psychology and the Analysis of the Ego, chaps. 1-6

may

M 1 Freud, chaps. 7-12

W 3 film: Riefenstahl, Triumph of the Will (see also: Chaplin, The Great Dictator)

M 8 Discussion of film

W 10 Hannah Arendt, “On Violence”

M 15 Kathleen Jones, “What is Authority’s Gender?”

W 17 Emmanuel Levinas, “Peace & Proximity”

M 22 Timothy Morton, Hyperobjects, Introduction & Part 1

W 24 Morton, Part 2 (Essay prompts distributed)

M 29 No class (Memorial Day)

W 31 Final discussion

june

M 5 Final Essay & Journal part 2 due 1:30 p.m. to our classroom
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