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Plastic in the environment has the potential to harm animals that mistake this material as food. Plastics 
break down into smaller pieces, thus creating microplastics. This project identifies and characterizes 
microplastics from the Salish Sea as an ongoing project of the Puget Sound Ecosystem Monitoring 
Program (PSEMP). In 2021, the Washington State Department of Ecology’s Marine Sediment Monitoring 
Group collected sediment samples from 50 locations in the Salish Sea. The samples were processed to 
remove the natural organic matter to concentrate the plastics to be observed at a microscopic level. The 
most common characteristics of microplastics collected were in the form of fibers; plastic sizes ranged 
from 1-2.5 μm in size, and clear color. Each location sampled contained microplastics. Finding plastics in 
all the sediment samples inevitably could lead to being ingested by the local marine life’s food web 
ultimately to what we eat. 


