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2022 MN Scholar AND 2022 MN Student Speaker 

Hana Greer was selected by her peers to speak at the School of Nursing & 
Healthcare Leadership Master of Nursing Hooding Ceremony on June 9. In 
addition, Hana was selected by faculty to receive the MN Scholar Award.  

In her speech, Hana discussed the obstacles her and her peers faced through their 
MN program and lauded their persistence and the education they received.  She 
quoted Toni Morrison, who said “when you get these jobs that you have been so 
brilliantly trained for, just remember that your real job is that if you are free, you 
need to free somebody else; If you some have power, then your job is to empower 
somebody else.” Hana spoke for her “brilliantly trained” peers in the class of 2022 
when she thanked the SNHCL faculty and staff. Lastly, she asked her classmates to 
acknowledge the work they put into the program and to celebrate themselves 
before changing the world. 

Outstanding Alumni Award: Tiffany Smith-Fromm, MN, RN 

Tiffany Smith-Fromm (MN ’14) was selected for this year’s Outstanding Alumni 
Award. She is the Dean of Instruction for Clover Park Technical College’s nursing 
programs. 

Speaking to the MN grads, Tiffany described starting a different career path 
before finding nursing and nurse education. After her MN program she taught at 
Pierce College and loved the experience of educating new nurses. Subsequently 
she became Director of Nursing at Pierce and embraced the challenges of that 
role. Tiffany said her journey was rewarding and she hopes the same for 
students graduating in 2022. 

She finished her speech with an inspirational quote from Patrick Lindsay: “the 
crucial thing in life is the journey, not the destination.” This is a reminder to  
“allow yourself to enjoy the experience.” 

Tiffany Smith-Fromm 

Greetings! As we bring closure to spring quarter 2022, I want to personally thank and 
pay tribute to Dr. Sharon Fought for her leadership as a founding faculty member, 
director and inaugural Dean of the School of Nursing & Healthcare Leadership. I am 
honored to be following in her footsteps as Interim Dean. We also celebrate the 
achievements of faculty and students and, of course, our 2022 graduates including 
those from the classes of 2020 and 2021. The next academic year promises to be 
exciting as we return to in-person class instruction and plan for expanding our degree 
programs. Until then, I wish you all a safe and fun-filled summer! 

Master of Nursing Hooding Ceremony and Annual Awards 2022 

David Reyes, 
Interim Dean 

Hana Greer 
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On May 16, 11 undergraduate and 
graduate nursing students were 
inducted into the Sigma Theta Tau 
International Honor Society of 
Nursing (known as Sigma). The 
induction ceremony was streamed 
on YouTube.  

Psi-at-Large Chapter President-
Elect (and SNHCL Lecturer) Anne 
Mulligan led the ceremony, with contributions from 
Assistant Professor Chieh Cheng and Interim Dean 
David Reyes.  

Graduation 

numbers, 

2022 

 

RN to BSN 

79 

 

BA in 

Healthcare 

Leadership 

35 

 

Master of 

Nursing 

13 

SNHCL Hooding Con’t, Graduation and Sigma Theta Tau 

Community Partner Award—Susan Ramos, MN, RN 

Susan earned her BSN from UW Seattle and 
completed her MN degree from UW Tacoma 
in 2014. She has 28 years of nursing 
experience with an extensive background in 
psychiatry, pediatrics, nursing and care 
management. Susan is currently the Manager 
of Utilization Management for all the 
Behavioral Health Units in MultiCare, NAVOS, 
and Greater Lakes Mental Health.  

Susan is passionate about addressing several 
health inequities with local leaders and 
stakeholders in the South Puget Sound region. 
She is devoted to supporting the interdisciplinary mission of UW Tacoma through the 
discovery of knowledge that promotes the health of our community.  

In 2021, Susan founded Commencement Behavioral Health, a collaboration between 
MultiCare Behavioral Health, Tacoma Public Schools and UW Tacoma, with faculty from 
the School of Social work (Dr. Michelle Garner) and the School of Nursing and Healthcare 
Leadership (Dr. Chieh Cheng). The overall objective for the coalition is to address the 
surge of youth mental health crisis in our school mental health population.  

Susan Ramos 

Special Announcement! 
The first class of BSN students at UW Tacoma enrolled in 1992. To commemorate that event and celebrate 
the institution, The School of Nursing and Healthcare Leadership will hold its 30th Anniversary Celebration on 
September 12, 2022. More information will follow over the summer, but if you have any questions or would 
like to participate, contact tnursing@uw.edu.  

 

https://youtu.be/7OioPTJbmuU
https://youtu.be/7OioPTJbmuU
https://youtu.be/7OioPTJbmuU
mailto:tnursing@uw.edu
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Student and Alumni Recognition/News 

Niki Kuhlman, MN ’21, accepted a position as a clinical nurse educator at a hospital in Sitka, Alaska. It is a 
critical access hospital, part of a consortium owned by the native tribes. Niki said, "I was very well prepared 
for this role through my education at UW Tacoma.” 

Jackie Madhava, BAHCL ’22, was a recipient of the 2022 Mary Gates Research Scholarship Award in winter 
2022. The Mary Gates scholarship, part of the Mary Gates Endowment for Students, is a competitive 
scholarship for undergraduate UW students who are engaged in faculty-guided research and scholarly or 
creative work in any field. You can find her listing in the scholar database here. Jackie was supported by 
Associate Professor Sharon Laing. 

Linda Burbank, BSN ’03, was awarded Rainier Olympic Nurses Association Nurse of the Year Award. 
According to the organization’s website, Linda “was nominated by her peers for this honor based her on long 
history of advocating for nurses, and her passion for supporting and helping her fellow nurses.” 

Andria Jolly-Morris, MN ’22, has been accepted to the Doctor of Nursing Practice Family Nurse Practitioner 
degree at Columbia University School of Nursing. Here is a quote from Andria before she embarks on her new 
educational foray: “I feel more confident about the journey because of my amazing experience at UWT and 
the brilliant and inspiring professors that I have had during my master’s program. To be the first person in my 
family to hold anything above an associate’s degree let alone attend a school such as Columbia is humbling 
and inspiring to help those that come after me.”  

Eqraa Dubad, BAHCL ’19, will begin the UW Medex Northwest physician assistant program in June 2022. 

Jackie Madhava 

https://expd.uw.edu/mge/apply/research/
https://expd.uw.edu/mge/
https://new.expo.uw.edu/expo/mge_scholars?utf8=%E2%9C%93&q%5Bperson_full_name_cont%5D=&student_major=Healthcare+Leadership+%28Tacoma+Campus%29&q%5Boffering_quarter_offered_id_in%5D%5B%5D=&q%5Boffering_quarter_offered_id_in%5D%5B%5D=395&q%5Boffering_name_in
https://rainierolympicnurses.org/
https://www.nursing.columbia.edu/academics/academic-programs/doctor-nursing-practice
https://familymedicine.uw.edu/medex/
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Faculty Activity & Events 

Associate Professor Robin Evans-Agnew was a guest editor for the March 2022 issue of the journal Health 
Promotion Practice. Dr. Evans-Agnew, along with other SNHCL faculty, contributed multiple articles to the 
issue centered around the use of Photovoice, which is an “ethical use of photography for positive social 
change, through delivering innovative participatory photography projects.” The articles included: 

Robin Evans-Agnew and co-authors: “Photovoice: The Little Method That Could Change the World” in Health 
Promotion Practice, DOI: 10.1177/15248399211069151 

Robin Evans-Agnew and co-authors: “Emancipatory Photovoice Research: A Primer” in Health Promotion 
Practice, DOI: 10.1177/15248399211062906 

Robin Evans-Agnew, David Reyes, Weichao Yuwen and co-authors: “Is It Good or Bad for the Air?” Latino 
and Asian Pacific Islander Youth–Led Messaging and Action for Environmental Justice Through Photovoice” in 
Health Promotion Practice, DOI: 10.1177/15248399211045729 

Assistant Professor Chieh (Sunny) Cheng was awarded a grant through the 
University of Washington Population Health Initiative (PHI) to develop a 
community coalition with Tacoma Public Schools and MultiCare Health 
System that aims to improve behavioral health disparities for student K-12 
(see Susan Ramos’ profile on page 2 of this newsletter). The PHI’s program 
intends to support researchers like Dr. Cheng in order to lay a foundation for 
future projects and encourage development in new interdisciplinary 
collaborations among community based partners. 

Dr. Cheng also received a Founders Endowment Award and presented the 
funded project on May 20, 2022. The focus of the project is broad access to a 
support intervention by employing a participatory, iterative, user-centered 
design process to develop and refine “Psychosis iREACH”, an internet and 
artificial intelligence delivered cognitive behavioral therapy (CBTp)-
informed intervention for social support persons caring for individuals 
diagnosed with psychosis. Watch a recording of Dr. Cheng’s presentation 
here: https://youtu.be/eSXJbIviQec. Her award and research were featured both on the UW Tacoma website 
and in an article on the South Sound Business website. 

Susan Ramos and  
Dr. Chieh Cheng (right) 

Lecture Sharon Hansen earned her pediatric nurse certification. In 2020, Sharon transitioned to the 
pediatric med-surg unit at Mary Bridge. Obtaining certification in pediatric nursing (CPN) was important for 
her ability to provide exceptional care to patients and their families. Sharon says, “I value specialty 
certification in nursing. I held the adult CCRN for over 30 years. Children and teens aren't little adults. 
Studying for and maintaining CPN certification facilitates my understanding of how children develop, the 
various common and uncommon conditions, and how to best provide care.” 

https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/hppa/23/2
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/hppa/23/2
https://photovoice.org/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/35285329/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/35285313/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/35285315/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/35285315/
https://www.washington.edu/populationhealth/
https://youtu.be/eSXJbIviQec
https://www.tacoma.uw.edu/news/dr-chieh-cheng-address-youth-mental-health-tacoma-public-schools-multicare
https://www.southsoundbiz.com/news/uw-tacoma-professor-awarded-grant-to-address-youth-mental-health/article_a9d26a0c-b500-11ec-b5c3-d3bbeed060a1.html
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Assistant Professor Weichao Yuwen and her research team were awarded a Population Health Initiative 
Tier 1 Pilot Research Grant. Their project is titled “Multicultural and Multilingual Methods in Developing 
Dialog-Based Health Technologies” and includes collaborators from the Department of Biomedical 
Informatics and Medical Education and the Department of Health Systems and Population Health at the UW 
in Seattle.  Details are discussed here: https://www.washington.edu/populationhealth/2022/05/16/initiative
-announces-awardees-of-spring-quarter-2022-tier-1-pilot-research-grants/ 

Teaching Professor Emeritus Kathleen Shannon Dorcy is the recipient of the 2022 
Connie Henke Yarbro Excellence in Cancer Nursing Mentorship Award. The award is 
intended to recognize and support excellence in oncology nursing mentorship. The 
President of the Oncology Nursing Foundation said “The Foundation is delighted to 
recognize Kathleen for her caring investment in the career development of many 
oncology nurses whom she has mentored.”  

Associate Professor Sharon Laing was selected for the 2022 Distinguished 
Community Engagement Award by UW Tacoma’s Office of Community 
Partnerships. This award recognizes efforts to work in partnership with 
community health organizations that embodies mutuality and co-creation 
when designing, implementing, and assessing multiple initiatives over the 
past 8+ years. From the letter notifying Dr. Laing of her award, Assistant 
Chancellor for Community Partnerships Ali Modarres said “[Dr. Laing’s] 
approach to community engagement is reflective of [her] commitment to 
building trust and creating a co-learning environment that moves beyond the 
boundaries of the university.” 

Additionally, Dr. Laing recently gave a tri-campus presentation, "Cultivating a 
Culture of Health" that was put on by the Whole U webinar series. 

Regarding diversity equity and inclusion efforts, Dr. Laing received funding 
from the UW Tacoma Strategic Initiative Fund related to supporting 
healthcare systems to address post-pandemic social and healthcare-
related support to BIPOC patients in their care. 

Faculty Activity & Events 

Sharon Laing and Ali Modarres 

https://www.washington.edu/populationhealth/2022/05/16/initiative-announces-awardees-of-spring-quarter-2022-tier-1-pilot-research-grants/
https://www.washington.edu/populationhealth/2022/05/16/initiative-announces-awardees-of-spring-quarter-2022-tier-1-pilot-research-grants/
https://onsfoundation.org/funding-for-nurses/leadership/connie-henke-yarbro-excellence-cancer-nursing-mentorship-award
https://onsfoundation.org/funding-for-nurses/leadership/connie-henke-yarbro-excellence-cancer-nursing-mentorship-award
https://www.tacoma.uw.edu/community-partnerships/distinguished-community-engagement-award
https://www.tacoma.uw.edu/community-partnerships/distinguished-community-engagement-award
https://www.tacoma.uw.edu/community-partnerships
https://www.tacoma.uw.edu/community-partnerships
https://wholeu.admin.washington.edu/uwnetid/twuext/EventDetail.aspx?regid=&eventsessionid=&eventid=1369
https://wholeu.admin.washington.edu/uwnetid/twuext/EventDetail.aspx?regid=&eventsessionid=&eventid=1369
https://www.washington.edu/strategicplanning/


 

SCHOOL OF NURSING & HEALTHCARE LEADERSHIP NEWSLETTER/ SPRING 2022: 6 

 

If you have suggestions or questions about the newsletter, please click here.  

To remove your name from our mailing list, please click here  

Sunny Cheng and co-authors: “The Scale of Body Connection: A Multisample Study to Examine Sensitivity to 
Change Among Mind-Body and Bodywork Interventions” in Journal of Integrative and Complementary 
Medicine, DOI: 10.1089/jicm.2021.0397 

Sunny Cheng and co-authors: “The relationship among social support, food insecurity and mental health for 
adults with severe mental illness and type 2 diabetes: A survey study” in Psychosocial Rehabilitation Journal, 
DOI: 10.1037/prj0000525 

Denise Drevdahl and co-authors: “A Sisyphean task: Developing and revising public health nursing 
competencies” in Public Health Nursing, DOI: 10.1111/phn.13077 

Associate Professor Robin Evans-Agnew’s was a lead co-editor for the X issue of the journal Health Practice 
and Policy 

Patsy Maloney and co-authors: “The Multisite Nursing Professional Development Leader Competency 
Determination Study” in Journal for Nurses in Professional Development, DOI: 10.1097/
NND.0000000000000836 

Weichao Yuwen and co-authors: “'Mindfulness Living with Insomnia': an mHealth intervention for individuals 
with insomnia in China: a study protocol of a randomised controlled trial” in BMJ Journal, DOI: 10.1136/
bmjopen-2021-053501 

MN Grad with bedazzled mortarboard 

Recent Faculty Publications 

https://www.facebook.com/UW-Tacoma-School-of-Nursing-and-Healthcare-Leadership-SNHCL-100505862114179
mailto:nnk@uw.edu?subject=Newsletter%20Comment
mailto:nnk@uw.edu?subject=Newsletter:%20Remove%20From%20Mailing%20List
https://www.liebertpub.com/doi/full/10.1089/jicm.2021.0397
https://www.liebertpub.com/doi/full/10.1089/jicm.2021.0397
https://psycnet.apa.org/record/2022-58399-001
https://psycnet.apa.org/record/2022-58399-001
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/35395106/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/35395106/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/35067636/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/35067636/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8852731/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8852731/

