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Welcome to the School of Social Work and Criminal Justice at the 
University of Washington Tacoma. I am proud of our innovative 
and unique multidisciplinary school, that is committed to pillars 
of academic excellence through research, instruction, and 
community engagement. Whether you are interested in pursuing a 
Bachelor of Arts in Social Welfare or Master of Social Work degree, 
you will find a community of diverse scholars and leaders who are 
devoted to your personal, intellectual, and professional growth. 
Paramount is student success, and we look forward to you joining 
us in advancing our mission, priorities, and values. 
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THE UW TACOMA SCHOOL OF 

Social Work & Criminal Justice
The social work programs at the UW Tacoma SSWCJ are accredited by 
the Council on Social Work Education as program options under the 
auspices of the University of Washington School of Social Work in 
Seattle. That means we are among the best in the world. We are committed 
to social justice as the foundation for engaging with our students, one 
another, and the communities we serve and prepare you to be providers of 
social services through a combination of field experience and classroom 
learning. We offer a bachelor of arts degree in social welfare and a master 
of social work degree.

    

54% 
of our undergraduates 
are first-in-their-family
to attend college.

#2 IN THE 
STATE  

Best College 
for Social Work

 

College Factual, 2021

#8 IN THE 
NATION  

Top Performer 
on Social Mobility

 

U.S. News & World Report 2023
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One of the best ways to help a community as a whole is to 
change the policies that affect that community,

Kashira Jenkins, BASW, ’22, AS MSW ’24

Areas of faculty expertise include:
ADOLESCENCE AND 
TRANSITIONING YOUTH

 

ARTS & HUMANITIES IN 
SOCIAL WORK PRACTICE

 

BEHAVIORAL AND MENTAL 
HEALTH RECOVERY

CHILD WELFARE

CHILDREN OF 
CRIMINAL JUSTICE 
INVOLVED PARENTS

 

COMPARATIVE CRIMINAL 
JUSTICE

CORRECTIONS AND 
ENVIRONMENTAL DESIGN

 

CRIMINOLOGY

CULTURAL AND HUMAN 
DIVERSITIES

DIRECT SOCIAL WORK 
PRACTICE

 

DISABILITY AND ABLEISM

DRUGS AND CRIME

FOSTER CARE

GENDER DISPARITIES 
AND HEALTH EQUITY 
AMONG WOMEN

 
 

GENDER-BASED 
VIOLENCE PREVENTION

 

HIV/AIDS

IMMIGRATION

INTEGRATIVE HEALTHCARE

JUVENILE LEGAL SYSTEM 

KINSHIP CARE

LAW

LEARNING DISABILITIES

LGBTQ ISSUES

MASCULINITIES

MEDICAL SOCIAL WORK 

WELLNESS AND RESILIENCY

NATURAL ENVIRONMENT 
AND ANIMAL-ASSISTED 
THERAPY

 

NEURODIVERSITY

PROGRAM EVALUATION

QUANTITATIVE AND 
QUALITATIVE RESEARCH

 

QUEER WELLBEING AND 
SUICIDE PREVENTION 

RACIAL 
DISPROPORTIONALITY 
AND DISPARITY

 
 

RESTORATIVE JUSTICE

SCHOOL VIOLENCE 
PREVENTION

 

TRANSGENDER AND 
NON-BINARY HEALTHCARE 

 

TRANSNATIONAL 
SOCIAL WORK

 

TRAUMA AND ATTACHMENT

WORK, INEQUALITY AND 
SOCIAL MOVEMENTS

 

YOUTH JUSTICE, CRIME 
AND PUBLIC POLICY

 



BACHELOR OF ARTS IN 

Social Welfare
The Social Welfare major (BASW) is dedicated to preparing 
competent, ethical, and culturally sensitive social workers with 
specialized knowledge and skills who are committed to evidence-
based practice and to planned social change.

The BASW curriculum consists of three major areas: foundation 
courses, social work practice courses and practicum combined with 
seminars. BASW admits for Autumn quarter only.
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BASW PRIORITY APPLICATIONS  
for Autumn Quarter admission are due by MARCH 15 
tacoma.uw.edu/swcj/basw-admissions

SSWCJ SCHOLARSHIP 
OPPORTUNITIES 

■ Montgomery Scholarship 
for Social Work Students

 
 

■ Jacque DaCamara Endowed 
Student Support Fund

 
 

■ Joseph Gary Jensen 
Scholarship Fund

 
 

■ Marc Walters Behavioral 
Health Scholarship 

 
 

■ School of Social Work & 
Criminal Justice Scholarship 

 
 

■ Behavioral Health Workforce 
Development Scholarship 
for MSW 

 
  
 

■ Graduate Merit Scholarship 
for MSW 

 
 

■ Joane & Stephen Moceri 
Endowed Fellowship 
for MSW  

 
  
 

■ Simon Family Endowment 
Scholarship for MSW

 
   

For more scholarship and 
fellowship resources for all 
social work students:

tacoma.uw.edu/swcj/
scholarships

CHILD WELFARE TRAINING AND ADVANCEMENT 
PROGRAM (CWTAP) provides a public child welfare 
focus within the MSW and BASW program and is for 
students committed to working with children and families 
involved in the public child welfare system. CWTAP funds 
students’ tuition and in return, upon graduation, they 
agree to work for the Department of Children, Youth 
and Families (DCYF) - Child Welfare Program for an equal 
amount of time they received financial assistance. 

Visit our website for CWTAP FAQ’s, and alumni 
testimonials: tacoma.uw.edu/swcj/cwtap

37 Avg. number of students per year who 
receive full CWTAP tuition assistance

$705,000 CWTAP financial aid 
awarded in 2022-23

For info on current tuition and how to pay for your 
education: tacoma.uw.edu/finaid

http://tacoma.uw.edu/uwt/swcj/cwtap
http://tacoma.uw.edu/uwt/swcj/scholarships
http://tacoma.uw.edu/uwt/swcj/scholarships
https://www.tacoma.uw.edu/finaid
https://www.tacoma.uw.edu/swcj/basw-admissions


ACRS/CYF PROGRAM | AMARA | AUBURN MED CENTER/GEROPSYCH | BEHAVIORAL HEALTH 
RESOURCES/PACT | BETHEL SCHOOLS | BHR/HARVEST HOME | CASCADE MENTAL HEALTH/
E&T | CASCADE PARK GARDENS | CATHERINE PLACE | CATHOLIC COMMUNITY SERVICES 
| CCSWW/FEDERAL WAY | CENTER FOR INDEPENDENCE | CENTERFORCE | CHILDREN’S 
HOME SOCIETY | COMMUNITIES IN SCHOOLS OF FEDERAL WAY, TACOMA, LAKEWOOD 
| COMPREHENSIVE LIFE RESOURCES | CRYSTAL JUDSON FAMILY JUSTICE CENTER | DEPT. 
OF CHILDREN, YOUTH & FAMILIES, TUMWATER, LAKEWOOD, SHELTON, BREMERTON, 
PUYALLUP, TACOMA, KENT, ABERDEEN | CPS TACOMA | DESC/PACT | DOC-DDA/DEV. 
DISABILITIES COUNCIL | DSHS DDA/TRAINING UNIT | ERA LIVING/IDA CULVER/RAVENNA 
| FIFE SCHOOLS | FRIENDS OF YOUTH/MATSEN HOUSE | INDABA | KIDS IN CONCERT | 
KING COUNTY PROSECUTOR’S OFFICE/ PROTECTION ORDERS MALENG REGIONAL JUSTICE 
CENTER | KING COUNTY SUPERIOR COURT/ JUVENILE PROBATION | KITSAP COUNTY 
JUVENILE COURT | KITSAP MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES | LASA | LAVENDER RIGHTS PROJECT 
| MARY BRIDGE CLINIC/ENDOCRINOLOGY | MERCY HOUSING NORTHWEST | MULTICARE 
AUBURN MED CTR/ED | MULTICARE BEHAVIORAL HEALTH/AUBURN | MULTICARE/
BRIDGES | MULTICULTURAL CHILD & FAMILY HOPE CENTER | NATIVE AMERICAN REENTRY 
SERVICES | NEIGHBORHOOD CLINIC | OASIS YOUTH CENTER | OLYMPIA SCHOOLS | 
PIERCE COUNTY AIDS FOUNDATION | PIERCE COUNTY JUVENILE COURT - DEPENDENCY 
COURT, DIVERSION PROGRAM | QUIXOTE VILLAGE | REACH | SERENITY COUNSELING | 
SIDEWALK | SOMALI YOUTH & FAMILY CLUB | SOUTH SEATTLE COLLEGE | ST. VINCENT DE 
PAUL/GEORGETOWN | SWEDISH HOSPITAL/EDMONDS | TACOMA COMMUNITY HOUSE 
| TACOMA GENERAL HOSPITAL/ONCOLOGY | TACOMA SCHOOLS | TACOMAPROBONO | 
TESC COUNSELING CENTER, SEM I 2110 | THORNDYKE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL | THURSTON 
COUNTY MH COURT | THURSTON COUNTY SHERIFF | UW TACOMA AUTISM CENTER | UW 
TACOMA OFFICE OF STUDENT ADVOCACY AND SUPPORT | VALLEY CITIES COUNSELING/
RAINIER | VAPS/AMERICAN LAKE/ | VAPS/RENTON | VASHON YOUTH & FAMILY SERVICES 
| WA STATE OFFICE OF PUBLIC DEFENSE | WA/DSHS HOME AND COMMUNITY SERVICES 
| WELLFOUND HOSPITAL | WESTERN STATE HOSPITAL/PTRC | WORKFORCE CENTRAL

SOCIAL WORK STUDENTS GET

  real world experience
 

480  
 field hours per

BASW student 

1080 
      field hours per

MSW student  

BASW CAREERS:
Youth and child social workers

Community-based social workers 

Mental health case managers

Domestic violence survivor advocates 

Immigrant and refugee services

Community organizing and activism

PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE 
Practicum is an internship experience where students have the opportunity to 
apply classroom learning to practice with individuals, families, groups, organizations, 
communities, and policy makers. This happens in a “real world” setting at a local 
service organization under the supervision of an experienced social worker. 
Through practicum, students build skills and experience to be successful in the 
field as professional social workers. 

 

Did you know?
BSW/BASW GRADS can earn their 
part-time Advanced Standing Master 
of Social Work degree at UW Tacoma 
in 15-18 months!
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MASTER OF 

Social Work
Developed in collaboration with the School of Social Work on the Seattle campus, the 
part-time UW Tacoma Master of Social Work (MSW) program prepares learners for 
integrated specialized practice as providers of social services. Graduates will have the 
knowledge and skills to address their topic in depth, while actively integrating the relevant 
practice concerns, policies, issues of diversity and social justice, research evidence, and 
the community contexts impacting their chosen topic.   

     

GENERALIST INSTRUCTION  
The first half of the curriculum provides the basic knowledge 
of history, skills and values required for beginning social  
work practice. Topics include applied research, social policy  
and content in social work practice models, methods and  
a 400 -hour student practicum experience allowing students  
to immediately apply what they have learned in social work  
settings based in our community.

 
#2 IN THE 

 NATION  
Best Graduate School
for Social Work
U.S. News & World Report 2023
AS A PROGRAM EXTENSION OF THE UW 
SCHOOL OF SOCIAL WORK IN SEATTLE

 

INTEGRATIVE PRACTICE SPECIALIZATION  
The mission of the Integrative Practice Specialization is to 
prepare MSW-level practitioners to assume leadership roles 
in the design, delivery, and evaluation of interventions at 
all levels of practice, from work with an individual client to 
community advocacy or policy analysis.

Students focus their advanced course of study in an area  
of particular interest to them. These areas might include,  
but are not limited to, behavioral mental health and  
health care systems, child welfare, school social work and 
veterans. MSW students develop knowledge and skills to 
address their topic in depth, while actively integrating the 
relevant practice concerns, policies, issues of diversity  
and social justice, research evidence, and the community 
contexts impacting their chosen topic. A 680-hour special-
ization practicum experience is also completed putting the  
classroom learning into practice.

MSW CAREERS:
Child and family therapy

Medical social work

Social work with veterans 
and active duty personnel

Social service supervision 
and leadership

School social work

Child welfare
 

Gerontological social work

ADVANCED STANDING MSW 
Designed for eligible* BSW or BASW graduates, our Advanced Standing MSW allows 
students to enter the specialized level of the MSW curriculum and complete their degree 
in five or six quarters depending upon individual schedules. Advanced Standing MSW 
students follow the integrative practice specialization and complete a specialization 
practicum.  

*A degree accredited by the CSWE. A non-U.S. degree considered to be equivalent by the ISWDRES may be accepted in lieu of a U.S. degree. Advanced Standing 
applicants who graduated more than five years ago should demonstrate continued professional growth through social work experience.
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When I saw the power 
of that advocacy, that 
really ignited my passion for 
helping others,  
Andre Henderson
BASW ’22, AS MSW ’24, 
Governor’s Student Civic 
Leadership Award 2022

MSW ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS

■	 A baccalaureate degree from an 
accredited college or university (with 
a 3.0 GPA or higher preferred).

 
  
 

■	 Advanced Standing Applicants only: 
A BSW or BASW from a U.S. program 
accredited by the Council on Social 
Work Education (CSWE). 

 
 
  
 

■	 Unofficial college transcript(s).

■	 Admissions essay.

■	 Current resume.

■	 Social service experience form docu- 
menting relevant work experience 
in social or health services.

  
 

■	 Three references (one academic 
reference required if graduated from 
an undergraduate institution within 
the last two years).

 
  
  
 

SPECIAL MSW REQUIREMENTS 

MSW fieldwork requires access to our most vulnerable populations. 
Admitted students will be required to provide the following: 

 

✔	Background check    ✔	Immunization history    ✔	Completed statistics course

MSW APPLICATIONS  
3-Year MSW admits Autumn quarter only. 
Advanced Standing MSW admits winter quarter only.

Application requirements, instructions and priority dates: 
tacoma.uw.edu/swcj/master-social-work-admissions

For further info, visit: tacoma.uw.edu/swcj         email: swcj@uw.edu  
For admission advising: tacoma.uw.edu/swcj/academic-advising

http://tacoma.uw.edu/uwt/swcj
mailto:swcj@uw.edu
https://tacoma.uw.edu/swcj/master-social-work-admissions
https://tacoma.uw.edu/swcj/academic-advising


It is not enough to 
be compassionate. 
You must act.

 

Tenzin Gyatso 
14th Dalai Lama

tacoma.uw.edu/swcj/basw
tacoma.uw.edu/swcj/msw

uwtswcj

06/23

UW TACOMA 
SCHOOL OF SOCIAL WORK 
& CRIMINAL JUSTICE

 
 

University of Washington Tacoma 
Campus Box 358425  
1900 Commerce Street 
Tacoma, WA 98402-3100

253-692-5820 
swcj@uw.edu

    

UNIVERSITY OF 
WASHINGTON 
GRADUATE SCHOOL

 
 

University of Washington 
Campus Box 353770 
G-1 Communications Building 
Seattle, WA 98195-3770

206-543-5900 
grad.uw.edu

     
 

THE UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON TACOMA is accredited as a part of the University of Washington by the Northwest Commission 
on Colleges and Universities. Individual academic programs may have additional accreditations. The University of Washington reaffirms 
its policy of equal opportunity regardless of race, color, creed, religion, national origin, sex, sexual orientation, age, marital status, disability, 
or status as a disabled veteran or Vietnam era veteran in accordance with university policy and applicable federal and state statutes and 
regulations. The University of Washington is committed to providing access and reasonable accommodation in its services, programs, 
activities, education and employment for individuals with disabilities. To request disability accommodation, including American Sign 
Language interpretation, contact the School of Social Work & Criminal Justice at 253-692-5820, or swcj@uw.edu, preferably at least 
10 days in advance.

https://www.tacoma.uw.edu/swcj/basw 
http://tacoma.uw.edu/swcj/msw
mailto:swcj@uw.edu
https://www.facebook.com/uwtswcj/
https://instagram.com/uwtswcj
https://grad.uw.edu/
mailto:swcj%40uw.edu?subject=Disability%20Accommodations%20for%20SWCJ%20event
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