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Bitato! [laBalite 3HanomuTtucb! MeHe 38aTu BoBa, meHi 9 pokiB, A 3BU4aHUM
YKPAIHCbKUM X/IONYUK, AKUI HeLLL04aBHO 34iMCHMB NOAOPOXK Yepe3 NO0BUHY HaLoi
nnaHeTtu i onuHueca B CnonyyeHux LLitatax Amepuku! Hacnpasai mosa senuka
noAopoK novanach we 24 notoro 2022 poKy. B Toi AeHb B MOili KpaiHi novyanaca
CNpaB}KHA Ta AyXKe CTpallHa BiliHa, fKa i 3Mmycuaa Moix 6aTbKiB 3a1MLWNTKY BCe, LLO B
Hac 6yno i noixaT B HEBIAOMICTb, abu TiNIbKK 3abe3neunTn meHi besneyHe XKuTTA.
Ane ua icTopia He nNpo BiliHY, a NPO MeHe | MOE HaBYaHHA B Lie TaKUW LWANeHUN Yac.

Hello! Let's get acquainted! My name is Vova. I am an ordinary Ukrainian boy
who recently made a journey to another continent of our planet and ended up in
the United States of America! In fact, my big journey began on February 24,
2022. A real and very terrible war began in my country that day, which forced
my parents to leave everything we had and go into the unknown, just to ensure a
safe life for me. However, this story is not about the war, it is about me and my
studies at school during this crazy time.




A Hapogusca B YKpaiHi, y micTi Knesi, B cTonunui MO€i KpaiHu, ae Xuau 1a
npautoBanu moi 6aTbku, matn OniliHuK KatepuHa, Ta 6atbko OninHmMk Bonogumup.
Moi 6aTbKK NO3HAOMUINCA B OAHIM YKPAIHCbKiM aBiakoMnaHii, Ae npaLoBaan Ha
pi3HUX nocagax. batbko 6yB NifoTOM, @ MaTu asiauinHum gucnetyepom. Y 2014 podi
BOHU OApYXUNuUcA i HeBAOB3I B HUX 3'aBMBCA A. CNoYaTKy MU XXUN Yy KBapTUPI, a 3a
AeKiNbKa pokiB Mu nobyayBanu BAaCHUIN BE/IMKKUI | rapHUii ByANHOK Henoganik
aeponopTy i Nnepeixanu Tyau XuUTu.

I was born in Kyiv, Ukraine, in the capital of my country, where my parents
lived and worked. My mother is Kateryna Oliinyk, and my father is Volodymyr
Oliinyk. My parents met each other while working for one Ukrainian airline,
where they held different positions. My father was a pilot, and my mother was an
aviation dispatcher. In 2014 they got married and soon after I was born. At first
we lived in an apartment, but a few years later, we built our own large and

beautiful house near the airport area and moved there to live.







Booma B meHe 3aBxau 6yna Kyna 3aHATb! Al 6arato ynm Likasatock i A0bato
NPOBOAMTU YaC 3 TaTOM, MaNCTPYIOUM LLOCH B rapai. Konuncb HaBiTb A cam 3pobus
cobi poraTky!

B YKpaiHi B MeHe 3anuwunBca min yniobneHnn senocunes, ta npocTo BeanyesHa
Kyna pi3HOMaHiTHUX KOHcTpyKTopiB LEGO. A ayxe nobnio Buragysatu i 36mpatu wocb
HOBE, Ta MPil0 CTaTU BUHAXiAHUKOM!

I always had a lot of activities at home! I am interested in many things and I
like to spend time with my dad tinkering something in the garage. Once I even
made a slingshot by myself!

My favorite bicycle and a huge collection of various LEGO sets remained in
Ukraine. I really like to invent and collect some new things and I dream to
become an inventor!







A1 060KHI010 BCiX NYXHACTUX KOTUKIB L€l nnaHeTn, Ta i B3arani 10610 BCix
TBAPUH i KOMaXx.

I adore all the fluffy cats, animals and insects of this planet.

OpHoro pa3y mu 3 TaToM No6aunAmM Ha BY/IUL MasieEHbKe KOLLEHA | BUPIlWnau
noro BpATyBaTu. CnoyaTKy BigBe3nin Moro Ao BeTepuHapa, a NoTimMm BUPILLIKUAN
3abpaTtn gogomy. Mama byna paga upbomy)))

Ones, my dad and I saw a little kitten on the street and decided to rescue it.
At first we took it to the vet and then decided to bring it home. Mom was
really happy about it)))



fl 3pocTaB Ta BXKe MaB MTU A0 LWKOAMU Yy NepLunii Knac. LLboro aHA A Yyekas 3
HeTepniHHAM! Nam’aTalo, AK Mu 3 6aTbKamu 06Mpanu MeHi WKINbHUI
PIOK3aK, BiH 6yB HaMKpaluum y cBiTi ona meHe! Lie moe nepwe $poTo B AKOCTI
y4HA. To 6yB Miit nepLunit AeHb B LLKOI.

I was growing up and about to go to the first grade at school. I was looking
forward to this day! I remember how my parents and I chose a school
backpack for me, it was the best one in the world! This is my first photo as a
student. It was my first day at school.
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B wKoni a ay»Ke crapaHHo BYMBCA. MeHi 3agaBanu 6arato 4OMALLIHbOTO
3aBAaHHA, ane A 11obus BUMTUCL. Moim yniobneHHUM npeameTom 3aBXKamn byna
MaTemaTuKa. Kpim 3aHATb B LWKOI, A TAKOX NOYaB BiABiAyBaTU KapaTe i AocAr Tam
neBHUX ycnixiB. Ha cBOiX NepLunx 3maraHHAX A 3alHAB NepLue micue i Ayxe Lum
nuwascA. TaKoXK A OTPMMaB OpPaHXKeBMM NOAC.

I studied very diligently at school. I had a lot of homework, but I loved
learning. My favorite subject has always been math. In addition to my school
studies I also started practicing karate and achieved some success there. I
even took the first place at my first competition and I was very proud of
myself. I also earned an orange belt.




VY mikoJi s 3HAHIOB HOBUX Ta IIKaBUX APY3iB. S myxe monro0isas
CHIJIKyBaTHCh 3 OJTHOKJIACHUKAMM, TPATH, Ta MOTPOXH JIOCITIKYyBaTH
CBIiT HaBKOJIO ceOe. OTHaK Yepes Te, MO cTanacs MaHAeMis
KOPOHABIPYCY, 10 IIKOJIH S XOAMB HE 3aBXu. [y>ke 6arato HaB4aHHS
MPOBOIWIIM AUCTAHIIIIHO. 51 HaBYaBCs 1oMa 3a KOoMIT F0TepoM. [l MeHe
i MOix OaThKiB 11e OyB JOBOJII CKJIAIHUI TIepio. | 1Ji1 MO€ET BUMTENBKI
TaKOX 1 OyJo Henerko. OJHOKIaCHUKAaM 1 MeHI 0yJ10 MaJio 40oro
3pO3YMLJIO Yepe3 eKpaH MOHITOPY.

I have found new and interesting friends at school. I really liked to
communicate with my classmates, play and gradually explore the world
around me. However, due to the coronavirus pandemic I did not always go to
school. A lot of my classes was conducted remotely. I studied from home using
a computer. This was a challenging period for me and my parents. And it was
also not so easy for my teacher. My classmates and I found it difficult to
understand much through the display.




Ile - Onenka, BoHa Miii HaKpaIuii ApyT 3 YKpaiHu. 3apa3 MU 3 HEKO
He 0aYMMOCh, 00 3HAXOIUMOCH IYKE JIaJIEKO OJWH BiJl OJTHOTO, ajie MU
~ CIIJIKYEMOCS 3 HEIO TI0 TeaedOoHy.

This is Olenka, she is my best friend from Ukraine. Unfortunately, we are so
far away from each other now and we are unable to have fun or play, but we
still stay in touch by phone.
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Batbku Oynu po3ryOrieHi i MoCcTiiHO JyMaiy, mo HaM poouTH naii. Tak,
OJTHOTO JTHS Mili TaTO 3HAHIIIOB HOBY POOOTY i MU Ha PiK Nepeixalid B
Azepbaiimkan. AzepOaiipkaH 1ie iep)kaBa Ha niepetrHi [ liBneHHO-cX1aHO1
€Bpomu Ta 3axigHoi A3ii, Ha y30epexoki Kacmilicekoro Mopsi. Ajie st He Mir iTH
HABYATHCH B IIIKOJIy TOMY, III0 BOHH OYyJIH TIepelIOBHEH] MiCLIEBUMU JITHMU, B
KOXKHOMY KJjiaci mpuoimsHo 50 miteit! Takox Tpeda Oymo 3HaTH
azepOaiPKaHCHKY MOBY, TOMY JIO IIIKOJH MEeHE He MpUiHAIU. baTbku 3HaWIIIN
pillleHHS 1 BeCh TPETiH Kilac sl Ha9aBcs B YKPAiHCHKil OH-JIaiH IIKOJII Ta
YCIIIITHO #Ooro 3aKkiHduB. Moi 6aThKH MEH1 B IOMY Ty e JOIIOMOIaMH, TOMY
110 YacoM OyJ10 Ba)KKO CaMOMY 3aCBOIOBAaTH HOBUI MaTtepiall, 3 €JIeKTPOHHUM
BUHTENeM. TakoX MOsI MaMa 3HAMIIIIa MeHI BUUTENIbKY aHIIICHKOI MOBH, BOHA
3 @inamenbdii, i MiIHA PiK S BYMB 3 HEIO AHTITIHACHKY.

My parents were confused and they were constantly thinking about our
next steps. Eventually, my dad found a new job, and we moved to
Azerbaijan for a year. Azerbaijan is a country located at the intersection of
South Eastern Europe and Western Asia. However, I couldn't attend a local
school due to overcrowded classrooms with approximately 50 students in
each. Furthermore, it was necessary to know the Azerbaijani language, so I
was not accepted to school. My parents found a solution, and I began my
third grade through an online Ukrainian school, which I successfully
completed. My parents provided significant support during this period
because it was sometimes challenging to grasp new material through online
teaching. Also, my mom found an English teacher for me, she was from
Philadelphia. I studied English with her for a whole year.




Ane Tak He MOI/10 AOBIro NPOAOBXKYBaTUCb, MEHi ByN0 AyrKe BarKKO BUMTUCH
BJOMa Ta He CMi/IKyBaTUCb 3 OAHO/IITKAMM, | TOMY BaTbKK 3HOBY MOYann gymaTtu
npo nepeisa. Ha wacra, Tata 3anpocuim Ha poboTy B aMepUKAHCbKY
aBiakomnaHito. Y BepecHi 2023 poKy Mu Kynuam KBUTKKU, Ta BUPYLLUAN [0
CnonyuyeHux LUtaTtiB Amepuku. na meHe e byna aye ujikaBa Ta Heobi3HaHa
NOAOPO’K, Ha iHLY CTOPOHY HALIOi BeInYye3Hoi nnaHeTu!

However, this situation could not continue for long. Learning at home and
being separated from peers became increasingly difficult for me. Therefore,
my parents started thinking about moving again. Fortunately, my dad
received a job offer from one American airline. In September 2023, we bought
tickets and set off for the United States of America. For me it was a very
exciting and unfamiliar journey to the other side of our vast planet!




Konu s HaBYaBcAa B Apyromy Knaci, B YKpaiHi po3noyanacs siviHa! Mu
NPOKMHY/IUCb 3 MaMOIO BHOUI Big ry4Hux BUOYXiB i Ayrke 3nakanucb. Moro TaTa
He 6yno BAoma, 60 BiH NpaLoe NiIOTOM i Tiei Houi BiH 6yB Ha poboTi. Mu 3
 MamOI0 3a/NLIMAKCD BABOX. TaTO He 3Mir NpuUNeTiTM 4O040MY TOMY, L0
NOBITPAHUN NPOCTiIP Hag, YKPAiHOIO 3aKpuan Yepe3 pakeTu i BOPOXKi BUHULLLYBaYi.
3anunwartunck 6yno Hebe3neyHo i Mo Mama BUpILIWIA iXaTh 32 KOpAOH. Mii TaTo
Ha Tol Yac 6yB B IcnaHii i MM noixanun go HbOro. Tam mu KnUan Ha NPOTA3i TPbOX
micauiB. fl HaBiTb NOYaB BiABIAYBaTU HeAiIbHY LIKONY, ane He BigvyBas cebe
y4YHEeM.

While I was studying in the second grade, the war broke out in Ukraine!
My mother and I woke up at night from very loud explosions, and we felt so
frightened. My dad, who worked as a pilot, was not at home that night
because he was on duty. We were left alone, just me and my mom.
Unfortunately, my dad couldn't return home, because the airspace over
Ukraine was closed due to missiles and enemy fighters. Staying there was
dangerous, so my mom decided to go abroad. My dad was in Spain at that
time and we went to him. We lived there for three months. During this
period, I even began attending a Sunday school, although I didn't quite feel
like a regular student.




Al ay»Ke BAAYHMI CBOIM BaTbKaM 3a Te, L0 3apa3 B MEHE € MOX/IMBICTb
BiABiAyBaTU TaKy 4yaoBy wkony! | 3BicHO A BAAYHUIN ypaagy AMepuKu 3a Te, Lo
A, AK iHO3emeLlb MOy TyT 6e3 nepeLllKkoa, HaB4aTUCh. Al TaK A0Bro LbOro
yekas! TyT meHi ayxxe nogobaeTbesa, Taki A06pi ntoaM HaBKONO, Taki Monoai Ta
eHepriiHi BUKnagadi, BBiunuei Ta gpykHi gitn! Cnoaisatoch, LA BENKa
npuroga ctaHe Ajifa MeHe wWwacnmsoto!

I am very grateful to my parents for giving me the opportunity to attend
such a wonderful school now! Additionally, I am thankful to the American
government for the fact that I, as a foreigner, can study in a local school
without any hindrances. I have been waiting for this for so long! I am truly
enjoying my time here. There are such kind people around me, such young
and energetic teachers, and polite and friendly kids! I hope this great
adventure will turn out to be a happy one for me!
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