Mustafa and Murtaza Shakoori’s Family
the 4rd and 1st grade students in
Wildwood elementary school

March 2024
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Hello dear readers!

This is me; Mustafa Shakoori, 4" grade student at
Wildwood Elementary School.

| am interested in learning English and | like to play
games, play soccer, and swim, | love to travel with my
family and see beautiful environments.

| want to be an engineer and serv ours. people

| was born in Afghanistan and our native language is
Dari, and | can speak English too!

| have two brothers and no sister.

| was born in a Muslim family and we pray five times a
day and worship God.
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Abdul Hai Shakoori

This is my Dad, he always helps me
to learn English and takes care of
us and we are proud of him.

My Dad has a bachelor's in law and
also has a Diploma in business
administration.

My Dad has 17 years of working
experience with the US armed
forces and other None non-profit
organizations in Afghanistan.

Currently, he is working as an Afghan
Family liaison at Federal Way Public
School (FWPS district) and serving
the Afghanistan population.
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His hobbies are reading books
exercising, traveling, praying,
learning new skills, watch movies.
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My Dear Mom’

My Mam is a housewife and | love my Mom, because she is
always taking care of us and she is talented in cooking delicious
Afghan foods including Qabeli Palow, Uzbeki pillow, steaks,
chicken, Manto, Ashak, Pizza, and she can cook Afghan breeds
too.

Currently, she goes to college and she is interested in learning
English and she has tailoring skills, she also likes to travel and
see different beautiful areas.

These are examples of Afghan foods that my Mom can cook
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Sahel Shakoori,

He is my big brother, he is 7" grade student,
at Sacajawea Middle School.

| love him because he always helps me to
learn English and practice English with me.

He likes to play soccer; and swim and he is
interested in learning engineering and has
skills, he loves to travel to see beautiful
areas.

Currently, he is playing soccer with the
Sacajawea Middle School soccer team.
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I am M Murtaza Shakoor, the younger brother of
Mustafa Shakoori!

We are 3 lovely brothers and | am in first grade at
Wildwood Elementary School, | am very smart and |
like coloring, playing soccer, volleyball, and
basketball, and | am a quick learner.

Now | can start reading and writing English and Dari
with the support of my Dad and my lovely teachers.
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Cultural and National Days of Afghanistan people.

1- Nowruz (New Year); on this day we wear new clothes,
provide 7 types of dry fruits mixed with water called (Haft
Miwa), go to nature and visit families, etc.

2- Ramadan: Every year, we fast for 30 days, which starts
before the sunlight until sunset, we refrain from eating, or drinking, and in this holy month, we help
poor people and give zakat to needy people.

3- Eid al-Fitr: This Eid is celebrated after the end of Ramadan
for 3 days by wearing new clothes, cooking delicious food,
and going to each other's houses, eating local food and
fresh and dry fruits.

4- Eid al-Adha: In this Eid, we Afghan people sacrifice cows,
sheep, camels, or goats and distribute the meat to

strangers and neighbors, we wear new clothes and cook
delicious food. also, prepare fresh and dry fruits for the
guests.
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Travel to the USA and reason for leaving Afghanistan

We had a perfect life in Afghanistan but when the

Taliban Captured Afghanistan in August 2021, we 1$ ]
were forced to leave our country and find a ) i
secure location. J :

My Dad worked with the US armed forces for a
long time and by the withdrawal of the US armed
forces from Afghanistan, our lives were at risk,
fortunately, our US-SIV case was approved by the
State Department and we could withdraw in
January 2023, and arrived in Washington state.

At the beginning of our journey in Washington, we faced lots of challenges including a lack of
transportation, housing, vehicle driving licensing, cultural differences, and environment. but as a
consequence of my Dad's efforts, he could find a good job and now we feel very happy to live here.
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