
cultural memory,
feminist archives, 
and the future of josei manga

Analysis
Platform restrictions and licensing issues make digital
manga difficult to archive or maintain.
Born-digital works are rarely archived unless printed.
Copyright restrictions and publisher control block
institutional preservation.
The preservation gap could be addressed through
collaboration with fan archivists.

04
This project explores the challenges of preserving josei
manga, Japanese comics for adult women. Preservation is
limited by licensing barriers, a lack of print editions, and low
institutional recognition.
Additionally, josei is often collapsed into shōjo, making it
harder to study, access, and preserve as its own category.

Introduction01

Josei is deprioritized due to genre bias and a lack of
recognition.
Digital formats are fragile and hard to preserve
institutionally.
Long-term access depends on collaboration across
libraries, fans, and collectors.

Results/Findings05
To investigate how feminist and community-based archival
practices can better support the preservation and
recognition of josei manga as culturally and socially
valuable media.

Objective02

06 Conclusion
Josei manga deserves more scholarly and institutional
attention for its role in documenting the emotional and
social lives of adult women. This project is a primer for
ongoing research. Future work will continue interviews
and propose a feminist framework for preserving manga.

03 Methodology
Reviewed literature by Masafumi Monden, Fusami Ogi,
and Honda Masuko on shōjo and josei manga.
Created a working database of manga collections to
examine how josei is cataloged and preserved.
Conducted interviews with Michiko Ito, Anna Schnell, and
Kay Clopton on institutional and publishing practices.
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