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School Personnel Training

The VPTRC has held multiple
intensive workshops and public
events, training more than 350

practitioners throughout the Pacific

Northwest. School personnel,

students, and faculty were
connected with leading experts in
threat assessment and mass
shootings and taught cutting edge
research and practical evidence-
based strategies in violence
prevention.

The Violence
Prevention &
Transformation
Research

Collaborative

Our Goals

Q Conduct rigorous, interdisciplinary research on
the causes and prevention of violence

O Turn research into action by sharing knowledge
with scholars, practitioners, policymakers, and
the public to drive meaningful, evidence-based
change and reduce violence in our society

Academic Publishing

VPTRC staff and affiliate
researchers have had firearm
violence and school safety
research published nationally and
internationally, including dozens of
articles in peer-reviewed academic
journals and chapters contributed
to edited volumes. VPTRC staff have
also published three full-length
books, with a fourth currently under
contract with Temple University
Press.
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Public Engagement
VPTRC Director Dr.EricMadfis has
been featured in hundreds of public
and media appearances. Called
“one of the world’s leading experts
on mass murder,” Dr. Madfis has
spoken to scores of educators, police
officers, scholars, and policy makers,
provided briefings and testimony to
state and federal legislatures, and
had his research featured in media
outlets like The Seattle Times, HBO,
and MSNBC.

Funding and support from the VPTRC comes from the Vatheuer Family Foundation, the Koshka Foundation for Safe Schools, and the
School of Social Work and Criminal Justice at the University of Washington Tacoma
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https://www.tacoma.uw.edu/vptrc

