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This will restore lost historic biodiversity to Tacoma and provide various

environmental services, while creating a more climate-resilient space for
students to utilize on campus which could be replicated in similar

universities around the world.
project; faculty conduct independent research with local

community. Research is synthesized (Early 2024).

Tacoma has the lowest urban tree canopy percentage of any city in the Puget

Sound region » A mix of independent research and community informed Synthesis and Design Co-creation
design leads to a site plan (2024).

From 2011 to 2018 canopy percentage only increased by 1% from 19% to > Plant pallet developed in reference to indigenous

~20%. knowledge and cutting-edge afforestation methods
(2025)

W

» Students independently conduct research as a capstone

Historically marginalized groups see even lower rates of tree canopy. Some

» First signage developed and installed (2025)
census blocks report tree canopy coverage at as low as 3%.

» Phase | planting completed on fall day of caring with a mix Planting — Maintenance - Education
With such low tree canopy cover, the urban heat island effect and pollutionis of pre-grown potted plants and mass seeding (2025)

exacerbated, with the area around UWT being 9 degrees warmer on average
than parts of Tacoma with high canopy coverage.
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UWT will experiment with this method.
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