
Current as of 10/14/2026 
 

MSIT Curriculum Guide 

In line with UW Graduate School requirements (Policy 1.1), the degree requirements for the MSIT program are 
the following: 

 A minimum of 45-50 credits are required. 
 A minimum grade of 2.7 is required in each course counted towards the degree.   
 A minimum cumulative GPA of 3.00 is required for graduation.   
 Students must be registered for at least 2 credits in the quarter the degree is earned.   
 Students must complete all degree requirements within 6 years.   
 Please see the grading system in your MSIT handbook for more information. 

Thesis 

Intended for students considering entering into a PhD program post-graduation. Involves long-term, in-depth, 
advanced academic research, extensive academic writing, and original research contributions to their 
disciplinary field and/or scholarly communities. Requires a Master’s Supervisory Committee of one Graduate 
Faculty Advisor and at least one Graduate Faculty Committee Member. Produces master’s thesis.  

Thesis Option Degree Requirements and Sample Schedule 

 A minimum of 45 credits.  
 Required Core Courses (15 credits). See Core Courses.  
 Required Depth/Elective Courses (20 credits). See Commonly Offered Depth/Elective Courses. 
 Optional Courses (5 credits maximum). Non-TINFO coded courses, 4XX or above. 
 Required Thesis Credits (10 credits). TINFO 700. Students cannot begin taking thesis credits until the 

Required Core Courses are completed. Students can expect to take these credits over their last 2 - 3 
quarters in the program. 

First Quarter Second Quarter Third Quarter Fourth Quarter Fifth Quarter 

TINFO 501 (5cr) 
TINFO 503 (5cr) 

TINFO 502 (5cr) 
TINFO Elective (5cr) 

TINFO Elective (5cr) 
TINFO Elective (5cr) 

TINFO Elective (5cr) 
TINFO 700 (5cr) 

TINFO 700 (5cr) 

 

Capstone 

Designed for students who want to focus on practical solutions to real-world problems - often related to the 
student’s employer, company, and/or industry - through the hands-on application of what they have learned. 
Emphasizes advanced experience, critical analysis, and the mastery of industry-relevant skillsets. Requires a 
Master’s Supervisory Committee of one Graduate Faculty Advisor and at least one Graduate Faculty Committee 
Member. Research is less exhaustive than the thesis and can produce a combination of deliverables.  

Capstone Project Option Degree Requirements and Sample Schedule 

 A minimum of 45 credits. 
 Required Core Courses (15 credits). See Core Courses.  
 Required Depth/Elective Courses (20 credits). See Commonly Offered Depth/Elective Courses.  
 Optional Courses (5 credits maximum). Non-TINFO coded courses, 4XX or above.  
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 Required Capstone Credits (10 credits). TINFO 702. Students cannot begin taking capstone credits until 
the Required Core Courses are completed. Students can expect to take these credits over their last 2 - 3 
quarters in the program. 

First Quarter Second Quarter Third Quarter Fourth Quarter Fifth Quarter 

TINFO 501 (5cr) 
TINFO 503 (5cr) 

TINFO 502 (5cr) 
TINFO Elective (5cr) 

TINFO Elective (5cr) 
TINFO Elective (5cr) 

TINFO Elective (5cr) 
TINFO 702 (5cr) 

TINFO 702 (5cr) 

 

Coursework Only 

Coursework Only Option Degree Requirements and Sample Schedule 

 A minimum of 50 credits. 

 Required Core Courses (15 credits). See Core Courses.  
 Required Depth/Elective Courses (35 credits). See Commonly Offered Depth/Elective Courses.  
 Optional Courses (5 credits maximum). Non-TINFO coded courses, 4XX or above.  

First Quarter Second Quarter Third Quarter Fourth Quarter Fifth Quarter 

TINFO 501 (5cr) 
TINFO 503 (5cr) 

TINFO 502 (5cr) 
TINFO Elective (5cr) 

TINFO Elective (5cr) 
TINFO Elective (5cr) 

TINFO Elective (5cr) 
TINFO Elective (5cr) 

TINFO Elective (5cr) 
TINFO Elective (5cr) 

 

Core Courses 

For detailed course descriptions, please visit the UW Tacoma Course Catalog. 

 TINFO 501: Data Structures and Algorithms for IT - I (5 credits) 
 TINFO 502: Data Structures and Algorithms for IT - II (5 credits) 
 TINFO 503: Computer Networks for IT (5 credits) 

Commonly Offered Depth/Elective Courses 

For detailed course descriptions, please visit the UW Tacoma Course Catalog. 

 TINFO 510: Cloud Computing (5 credits)  
 TINFO 520: Cyber Forensics (5 credits)  
 TINFO 530: Machine Learning for IT (5 credits)  
 TINFO 540: Wireless & Mobile Network Security (5 credits)  
 TINFO 550: Human-Computer Interaction (5 credits)  
 TINFO 560: Internet of Things (5 credits)  
 TINFO 570: IT Automation (5 credits)  
 TINFO 580: Homeland Security (5 credits)  
 TINFO 590: DevOps (5 credits) 
 TINFO 600: Independent Study (1 - 5 credits, 5 max)  

Variable credits. Can count up to 5 credits maximum towards Depth/Elective Course credit  
requirements. Graduate Faculty Advisor required. Signed SET Registration Form and proposal  
must be uploaded through the UW Tacoma Course Enrollment Request.  
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 TINFO 601: Internship (1 - 5 credits, 10 max).   
Variable credits. Can count up to 5 credits maximum towards Depth/Elective Course credits  
requirements. Graduate Faculty Advisor and Internship Sponsor required. Signed SET  
Registration Form and proposal must be uploaded through the UW Tacoma Course Enrollment  
Request.  

 TINFO 700: Master’s Thesis (1 - 10, maximum 10).   
Variable credits. Master’s Supervisory Committee required. Signed SET Registration Form and  
proposal must be uploaded through the UW Tacoma Course Enrollment Request.  

 TINFO 702: Capstone (1 – 10, maximum 10).  
Variable credits. Master’s Supervisory Committee required. Signed SET Registration  
Form and proposal must be uploaded through the UW Tacoma Course Enrollment  
Request. 


